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INTRODUCTION 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the 
temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We 
too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 

 

PRELUDE      

             

WELCOME 

 

Please stand 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds 
to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to 
your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 2:18-20-26 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, 
and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 
made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 
  26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD 
and with the people. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
sing praise, all you  hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
sing praise, all you  shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
giving them a law that shall not pass away.  



 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 
creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 
old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING:  Colossians 3:12-17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:41-52 

The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
41 Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the 
festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to 
them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down 
with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 
these things in her heart. 
  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
HOMILY 

Please stand 

 



 



NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 

A brief silence. 

You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the 
salvation you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the 
fullness of their being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who are 
neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the new year 
turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us attentive to the 
rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony with all the earth. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 

Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most 
vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf of children to 
provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma, and to 
rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation and 
wholeness. We pray especially for anyone living with cancer or chronic illness, all 
people who are in physical rehabilitation or addiction recovery, and those 
experiencing complications from long COVID. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and 
generations. Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of youth, 
the thoughtfulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed this life in 
peace. Sustain us in joy until we join them around your throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant 
grace.  Amen. 

 



 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made 
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 



 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY TIME 

 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 
peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Please stand 
 
 
HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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The church office will be closed  
through January 7, 2024. 

 
 


