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INTRODUCTION

The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our
lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses
our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of
Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when
God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LosT Gorr, 1IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and
love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10

>“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born |
consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to the nations.” °Then | said, “Ah, Lord
Gob! Truly | do not know how to speak, for  am only a boy.” " But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘l am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall
speak whatever | command you. ® Do not be afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver
you, says the LORD.” “Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the
LORD said to me, “Now | have put my words in your mouth. "’ See, today | appoint you
over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 71:1-6

"In you, O LorD, have | taken refuge;

let me never be put to shame.

’In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;
incline your ear to me and save me.

’Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe;

you are my crag and my stronghold.

“ Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
°For you are my hope, O Lord Gob,

my confidence since | was young.

°1 have been sustained by you ever since | was born; from my mother’s womb you
have been my strength; my praise shall be always of you.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

'If | speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. ?And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do
not have love, | am nothing. ° If | give away all my possessions, and if | hand over my
body so that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant ° or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; °it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. ' It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

¢ Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. ° For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in part; ° but when the complete comes, the partial will come to
an end. "When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like
a child; when | became an adult, | put an end to childish ways. > For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part; then I will
know fully, even as | have been fully known. ” And now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; and the greatest of these is love.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

“'Then Jesus began to say to all in the synagogue in Nazareth, “Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” > All spoke well of him and were amazed at the
gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” * He
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself! And
you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at
Capernaum.’” ** And he said, “Truly | tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s
hometown. * But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah,
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe
famine over all the land; * yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at
Zarephath in Sidon. ¥ There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” ** When they heard
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. * They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they
might hurl him off the cliff. *° But he passed through the midst of them and went on his
way.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HOMILY

Please stand



In His Temple Now Behold Him

0 |

s a— — & i — i i ! i -

© s

1 In his tem - ple now be - hold him, see the long - ex -
2 In the arms of her who bore him, vir - gin pure, be -
3 Je - sus, by your pre - sen - ta - tion, when they blessed you,
4 Prince and au - thor of sal - va - tion, be your bound - less

0 | .

J | D ) )y y P [

—] | i - e — © i — —

S — ———
pect - ed  Lord; an - cient proph - ets had fore - told  him,
hold him lie, while his a - ged saints a - dore him,
weak and poor, make us see your great sal - va - tion,
love our theme! Je - sus, praise to you be giv - en

0 T i . ——

1 o R — . :

0 . — ! ——
God has sent the prom-ised Word. Now to praise him,
ere in per - fect faith they  die. Al - le - lu - ia!
seal us with your  prom - ise sure; and pre-sent  us,
by the world you did re - deem, with the Fa - ther

g lg o I ﬁ i

T —F
his re-deem - ed shall break forth with one ac - cord.

Al - le-lu - ia! Lo, the_in - car - nate God  Most High!
in your glo - ry, to your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.
and the Spir - it God of maj -es - ty su - preme!

Text: Henry J. Pye, 1825-1903, alt.

Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of eternal wisdom, we pray for your church, which is being transformed by your
word. Bless the church with your wisdom and guidance. Let us notice and take part in
the new thing you are doing. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation sustains us and all living creatures. Grant us humility to acknowledge
the ways we bring harm to the earth. Grant us courage to make effective change so
that all lands and living things prosper. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Embolden leaders of nations, corporations, and all in authority, that they lovingly tend
those in their charge. Help them to respond to all who cry out in need. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Provide for those whose hunger runs deep due to isolation, loneliness, or illness. Send
your Spirit so that all are filled with your presence and experience welcome from their
communities. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for the young people in our congregations. May their voices be celebrated.
Give youth a place of honor and value among us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



We remember those who have gone before us. Let their faithful example continue to
bear witness to us all. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise
is revealed among the people. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC May The Peace Of Christ

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and
send you in love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
n H } | —" }  —" } } }
b7 - v | — ] o~ | 1
wﬁ:twj——d—d—f—ﬁ = mzl |
J | l e |
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May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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Sr@wardship News

Our Stewardship
For the month ending December 2024

Church Little Lambs

Needed monthly $ 28,324.92 $ 54,174.25
Giving/Income for the month 15,979.92 55,190.21
Monthly Expenses $ 25,695.96 $ 59,394.24
Giving/Income YTD 167,019.14 800,947.23
Expenses YTD 299,686.68 743,543.35

Total Profit/Loss YTD $(132,667.54) $57,403.78

$(75,263.76)



