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INTRODUCTION 

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and 
circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A 
person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen 
who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called. 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 
 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels 
and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and 
by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please sit  

 



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 6:1-8 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; 
and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; 
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!” 
  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now 
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word  
above all things.  
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty from afar.  
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save 
me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your 
hands.  



 
 
 
 
SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are 
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you 
have come to believe in vain. 
  3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 
than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether 
then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 

 



 
GOSPEL:  Luke 5:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of 
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he 
had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down 
your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but 
have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he 
and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and 
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 
11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 



 

 

HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the world. 
Equip us to respond to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it to all. God of 
grace,  hear our prayer. 

God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all whose 
work brings them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and construction crews. 
Guide us to live carefully alongside the wonders of the land and waters. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed forces, that 
they respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. Ensure that all who 
serve are kept safe in body, mind, and spirit. We pray for an end to all war and armed 
conflict. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, mental 
illness, injury, or illness of any kind. Draw helpers to their side so that they find relief 
from their burdens. God of grace, hear our prayer. 



Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless the labor and efforts of this 
congregation, that we may be a sign of your presence in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. May we too 
show a deep trust in you throughout our lives. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise 
is revealed among the people. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

    

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAMILY TIME  

BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and 
send you in love. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN 



 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult”                                                                                                                          
“Will You Come and Follow Me” 
“How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord” 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Stewardship 
For the month ending December 2024 

 
  Church Little Lambs 
 Needed monthly $    28,324.92 $    54,174.25  
 Giving/Income for the month 15,979.92 55,190.21 
 Monthly Expenses $      25,695.96 $  59,394.24 
 Giving/Income YTD 167,019.14 800,947.23 
 Expenses YTD 299,686.68 743,543.35 
 Total Profit/Loss YTD      $(132,667.54)               $57,403.78 $(75,263.76) 

 

  

 


