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INTRODUCTION

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to
listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find
our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands
among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.

WELCOME

Please stand
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al -might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10

°Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh
their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. ° They shall be like a shrub in
the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places
of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

’Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LoRD. ® They shall be like a
tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat
comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

°The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? "I the LORD
test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to
the fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
’Their delight is in the law of the LoRbD,

and they meditate on God'’s teaching day and night.

*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither;

everything they do shall prosper.

“It is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

°Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there
is no resurrection of the dead? “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has
not been raised; " and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain and your faith has been in vain. *We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. " For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been
raised. " If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
“Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. " If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.



GOSPEL: Luke 5:17-26
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

"Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast
of Tyre and Sidon.” They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. " And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. * Then he
looked up at his disciples and said:
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“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. ' “Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you
will laugh.

*2“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. * Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,
for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

*“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. * “Woe to
you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for
you will mourn and weep. ** “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what
their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ



HOMILY

Please stand



O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er  flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com - mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, [ must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir -it’s might, to live at peace with all

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim to all
people the promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices and
climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration. Encourage those
who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of creation and provide skills
for its conservation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders of
nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but that they
will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, nurses,
and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are suffering in any
way. Provide an extra measure of your grace and love. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are nourished
by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in
many ways. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both sorrow and
joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all times. May their lives be
a witness to the living. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise
is revealed among the people. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and
send you in love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Jesus Shall Reign
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - 'ty tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - fture rise and  bring pe - cu - liar
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - 'ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Praise To The Lord, The Almighty”
“0 God, My Faithfull God”
“Jesus Shall Reign”



Suncoast Conference Women of the ELCA
Spring Gathering — Being Bold Saturday, March 1, 2025
At St. John’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall
Hosted by St. Paul’s Lutheran
2676 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater, FL
Additional information is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: January 2025

Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $87,441 $30,200 $57,241
Actual Expenses $79,382 $27,726 $51,656
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,738 $15,488 $56,250
Actual Giving / Income $69,454 $11,968 $57,487
Surplus / (Deficit) ($9,928) ($15,759) $5,831

YTD: January - January 2025

Total Church Little Lambs
YTD Budgeted Expenses $87,441 $30,200 $57,241
YTD Actual Expenses $79,382 $27,726 $51,656
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,738 $15,488 $56,250
Actual Giving / Income $69,454 $11,968 $57,487
Surplus / (Deficit) ($9,928) ($15,759) $5,831

Annual Deficit will be funded from Good Shepherd Money Market Account

Balances as of January 31, 2025

General Money Market Account $291,843




