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INTRODUCTION 

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit 
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is 
fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on 
Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in 
Christ. 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is 
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, 
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love 
in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  



FIRST READING:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and 
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go 
up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of 
all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since 
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all 
that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept 
upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:   Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
and like the green grass fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the LORD, 
who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
and see what God will do. 
6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 



7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
8 Refrain from anger, leaverage alone; 
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.  
9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
10 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
even if you search out their place, they will | not be there. 
11 But the lowly shall possess the land; 
they will delight in abundance of peace. 
39 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40 You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the wicked 
and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.  

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what 
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or 
of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 
seed its own body. 
  42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is 
raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, 
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 
47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 
48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man 
of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 



Please stand 

 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 6:27-38 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said: 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 
coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if 
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 
  32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope 
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  

 



 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

 

HOMILY 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the face of 
cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming grace for all. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life and 
faith are not static but always changing and growing. May we, with all creation, trust 
that the ending of one thing promises life in a new way. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our nations, 
cities, and towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated arguments and 
differing viewpoints. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new 
beginnings to those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations. Enfold 
with love all who seek your healing care. God of grace, hear our prayer. 



Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the local 
ministries of parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for those in need 
in our communities. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us. May their 
lives in you provide a witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise 
is revealed among the people. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 

SPECIAL MUSIC    Softly and Tenderly  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and 
fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend 
this meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your 
abiding presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAMILY TIME  

BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and 
send you in love. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN 



 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 “Lord Of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                                                                                                                          
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” 
“On Our Way Rejoicing” 



 
 

Join us following today’s service for Messy Church in Fellowship Hall 
Called-To-Be-Make-A-Difference 

 
Online Bible Study on Forgiveness 
No matter who we are, we all need forgiveness, but it can be challenging both to accept it and to 
give it. Participate on Zoom to learn about forgiveness from scripture and the Christian tradition. 
Tuesdays at 6pm, February 25th–March 25th.  If you’ve attended in the past, you’ll automatically 
receive an email with the link to join, but if you’re new register 

https://mygoodshepherd.churchcenter.com/people/forms/153651?open-in-church-center-
modal=true 

Suncoast Conference Women of the ELCA 
Spring Gathering – Being Bold 

Saturday, March 1, 2025 
Additional information is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 
 

Monthly Financial Summary 

  Monthly:  January 2025 

  Total Church Little Lambs 

Budgeted Expenses $87,441  $30,200  $57,241  

Actual Expenses $79,382  $27,726  $51,656  

       

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,738  $15,488  $56,250  

Actual Giving / Income $69,454  $11,968  $57,487  

Surplus / (Deficit) ($9,928) ($15,759) $5,831  

    

  YTD:   January - January 2025 

  Total Church Little Lambs 

YTD Budgeted Expenses $87,441  $30,200  $57,241  

YTD Actual Expenses $79,382  $27,726  $51,656  

       

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,738  $15,488  $56,250  

Actual Giving / Income $69,454  $11,968  $57,487  

Surplus / (Deficit) ($9,928) ($15,759) $5,831  

Annual Deficit will be funded from Good Shepherd Money Market Account 

    

  Balances as of January 31, 2025 

General Money Market Account $291,843  
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