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INTRODUCTION 

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the 
God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and 
confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at 
every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle 
Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, 
water and word, will uphold and sustain us. 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them 
to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely 
through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD 
your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in 
office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have 
come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest 
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your 
God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, 
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians 
treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the 
LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our 
toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and 
he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given 
me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD 
your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, 
shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your 
house. 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM:   Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
 1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 
  who abide in the shadow of the Almighty— 
 2 you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold,  
  my God in whom I put my trust.”  
 9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
  and the Most High your habitation, 
 10 no evil will befall you, 
  nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 
 11 For God will give the angels charge over you, 
  to guard you in all your ways. 
 12 Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot against a stone.  
 13 You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 
  you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 
 14 I will deliver those who cling to me; 
  I will uphold them, because they know my name. 
 15 They will call me, and I will answer them; 
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 
 16 With long life will I satisfy them, 
  and show them my salvation.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 10:8b-13 
 8b “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” 
that is, the word of faith that we proclaim; 9 because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 



 
GOSPEL:  Luke 4:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all 
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; 
for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will 
worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 9 Then the devil took him to 
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13 When 
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

HOMILY 



Please stand 

 
 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, speak your word anew among your church. Strengthen it to withstand 
the temptation to turn inward in fear or complacency. Embolden church institutions to 
turn from self-preservation toward the self-giving love of Jesus. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

Mothering God, speak the word of life into wilderness places and fertile fields. Grant 
wisdom to your people, that we may quell the urge to strip lands of their resources 
and instead preserve first fruits for future generations. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

Almighty God, speak a word of wisdom to people in positions of power: mayors, 
councils, and tribal leaders, legislators, judges and juries, presidents, and monarchs. 
Help them discern your voice and follow your guidance, resisting the temptations of 
the evil one. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 



Steadfast God, speak words of courage to your people in the wilderness. Protect 
migrants and refugees on perilous journeys, that they find safe refuge and a portion in 
the bounty you have given humanity to share. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Loving God, speak gently to all who are alone. Bless lay ministers, home communion 
teams, and others who attend to those who are overlooked, vulnerable, or lonely, that 
all find belonging in your love. We pray for all who are ill. God, in your mercy, receive 
our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for all the faithful who have crossed the threshold from 
death to life. Guide us who are living to learn from their wisdom and follow their 
example. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Jesus In The Wilderness    

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

 



 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN 



 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult”                                                                                                                          
“Be Thou My Vision” 
“Lord Jesus, Think On Me” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Beginning Wednesday March 12 – April 9, 2025, during Lent - 6:15 pm Soup Supper 

A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you 
can offer a soup. Following the soup supper we will gather together for a service of prayer in  

the sanctuary at 7pm. 
 
Online Bible Study on Forgiveness 
No matter who we are, we all need forgiveness, but it can be challenging both to accept it and to 
give it. Participate on Zoom to learn about forgiveness from scripture and the Christian tradition. 
Tuesdays at 6pm, February 25th–March 25th.  If you’ve attended in the past, you’ll automatically 
receive an email with the link to join, but if you’re new register 
https://mygoodshepherd.churchcenter.com/people/forms/153651?open-in-church-center-modal=true 

 

  Monthly: February 2025 

  Total Church 
Little 

Lambs 
Budgeted Expenses $85,941  $28,699  $57,242  
Actual Expenses $78,506  $25,375  $53,132  
Giving / Income $82,156  $23,514  $58,642  

Surplus / (Deficit) $3,650  ($1,861) $5,511  
        

  YTD: January - February 2025 

  Total Church 
Little 

Lambs 

YTD Budgeted Expenses $173,383  $58,898.62  $114,484  
YTD Actual Expenses $157,889  $53,101  $104,787  
YTD Giving / Income $151,611  $35,482  $116,129  
Surplus / (Deficit) ($6,278) ($17,620) $11,342  
Annual Deficit will be funded from Good Shepherd Money 
Market Account       
        

  Balances as of February 28, 2025 

  
General Money Market 
Account  $292,182  

    

 


