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INTRODUCTION

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our
God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-
initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a
tradition in which to seek God'’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold
the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the
Lord.”

WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy,
that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram said, “O Lord
Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” *And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” “But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” *He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ®And he believed the
Lorp; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

’Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to
give you this land to possess.” “ But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am | to know that I shall
possess it?” “He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” " He brought him
all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not
cut the birds in two. " And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

"> As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

"When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. " On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 27

'The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LorbD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
’When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
*Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
“One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing | seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lorp all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the LorD and to seek God in the temple.



°For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
°Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing
and make music to the LoRrbp.
"Hear my voice, O LorD, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me.
“ My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorb, | will seek.
’Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.
'“Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lorp will take me in.
""Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
'”Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
“This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
"“Wait for the LorD and be strong. Take heart and wait for the LoRrD!

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17-4:1

" Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to
the example you have in us. " For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have
often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. " Their end is destruction;
their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly
things. ?° But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. ' He will transform the body of our humiliation that it
may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. “' Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love
and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



0 | J— r—— —

bt & T4 [ I & |
hd I hd

J n ~—
Vel - vaal Se - fior, tu Dios, pues es com - pa -
Turn back ... to the Lord, your God, who is

0 | J—— [Pee——

& é II: | | | 1 I |
si - voy cle - men - te, len - to pa-ra la
gra - cious and mer - ci - ful, slow .. ... to ..

N | sm—— [ ——
XD | | I ——— | |
| I— | |
J [ J U T—
i - ra y gran-deen su mi - se -rvi - cor - dia.
an-ger and a - bound - ing in love and faith-ful - ness.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

I At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” ** He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day |
finish my work. **Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ ** Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, and you were not willing! *° See, your house is left to you. And | tell you, you
will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord.””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
HOMILY

Please stand



If God My Lord Be for Me
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, adapt.
Music: IST GOTT FUR MICH, English melody, 16th cent.



HOLY BAPTISM -Austin Matthew Malluk

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for
the life of the world.

| present Austin Matthew Malluk for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Austin baptized into Christ?

Response: | do.

As you bring Austin to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God's faithful people,

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture his in faith and prayer,

so that he may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Austin grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: | do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Response: | do.

People of God, do you promise to support Austin and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?
We do.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church. Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus'
death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM

Austin Matthew Malluk, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Austin with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Austin, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all
the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of
Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and stand
firm as they witness and minister in your name. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the
voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they would
not be silenced but heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people what
it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and
safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.



Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in body
or mind, and for people living in fear or need. May all know they are not alone. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are
divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside
grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who have
gone before us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to their
example. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC If God Is For Us

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blestis he who comes in the name ... of the Lord



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ++ bless you
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



God of Grace and God of Glory
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932




DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243.

New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
“If God My Lord Be Before Me”
“God of Grace and God of Glory”



Lenten
orship
S‘éXed e
Beginning Wednesday March 12 — April 9, 2025, during Lent - 6:15 pm Soup Supper

A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church
Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup. Following the soup supper we will gather together
for a service of prayer in the sanctuary at 7pm.

Online Bible Study on Forgiveness

No matter who we are, we all need forgiveness, but it can be challenging both to accept
it and to give it. Participate on Zoom to learn about forgiveness from scripture and the
Christian tradition. Tuesdays at 6pm, February 25th—March 25th. If you've attended in
the past, you'll automatically receive an email with the link to join, but if you’re new
register https://mygoodshepherd.churchcenter.com/people/forms/153651?0open-in-church-
center-modal=true




Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: February 2025

Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242
Actual Expenses $78,506 $25,374 $53,132
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 $15,338 $56,250
Actual Giving / Income $82,156 $23,514 $58,642
Surplus / (Deficit) $3,650 ($1,861) $5,510

YTD: January - February 2025

Total Church Little Lambs
YTD Budgeted Expenses $173,383 | $58,899 $114,483
YTD Actual Expenses $157,889 | $53,101 $104,788
Budgeted Giving/ Income $143,325 | $30,825 $112,500
Actual Giving / Income $151,611 | $35,482 $116,129
Surplus / (Deficit) ($6,278)  ($17,619) $11,341

Annual Deficit will be funded from Good Shepherd Money Market Account

‘ Balances as of February 28, 2025
General Money Market Account $292,182




