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INTRODUCTION

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of
God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God
has “rolled away . .. the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of
his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all
with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at
the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12

°The LORD said to Joshua, “Today | have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

“While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening
on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. " On the day after the
passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and
parched grain. ” The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and
the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that
year.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 32

"Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
’Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
°Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.
° Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
¢“l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
’Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
" Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LorD.
""Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! "®All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; “that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. *°So we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. *' For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”



*So he told them this parable: " “There was a man who had two sons. “The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. “When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. ”So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields
to feed the pigs. '°He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything. ” But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying
of hunger! 1 will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ *°So he set off and went to his father. But
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. *' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ * But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. * And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; * for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found! And they began to celebrate.

»“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. * He called one of the slaves and asked what was
going on. ” He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted
calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ * Then he became angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. * But he answered
his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and |
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that | might celebrate with my friends. *° But when this son of yours came back, who
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him! *' Then
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. ** But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come
to life; he was lost and has been found.””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HOMILY
Please stand



Our Father, We Have Wandered
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile us
to yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through confession and
forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your church may bear witness to your love.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought
and sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the land may again support
life. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. Give
leaders the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and time,
and to work for the well-being of all. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion. Embrace
all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones, and all who live with regret.
Embolden your people to offer and to seek forgiveness. God, in your mercy, receive
our prayer.



God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless
the work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent people, and
multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of Jesus be extended to
all. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank you for their lives
and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal peace are
found. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC Coming Home

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blestis he who comes in the name ... of the Lord



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ++ bless you
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
“Our Father, We Have Wandered”
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

WELCA'’s Naomi Circle Bible Study will be Monday, March 31, 2025 at 10:00am in the library.

Beginning Wednesday March 12 — April 9, 2025, during Lent - 6:15 pm Soup Supper

A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you
can offer a soup. Following the soup supper we will gather together for a service of prayer in the
sanctuary at 7pm.

Sign up for Easter Lilies end next Sunday, April 6, 2025

If you are unable to sign up at church, please call the office, 727-391-4644, or

e-mail your order to office@mygoodshepherd.net and we will add your name/dedication to the
list. The costis $10.00 each. The last day to order Easter Lilies is next Sunday, April 6,
2025.

Interfaith Food Pantry - As is usually done during Holidays, the Pantry will be giving our
special “Easter Baskets”. As was done with Christmas, bags cost $20 each, and donations are
always appreciated. In addition, if someone would like to contribute items rather than cash, they
are especially in need of small canned hams, cake mixes and frostings, as well as packaged
potatoes.

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make your check payable to Interfaith
Food Pantry and mail it to: Interfaith Food Pantry, P.O. Box 7071, Seminole, FL 33775

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: February 2025 | YTD: January - February 2025

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church |Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 [ $28,699 $57,242 $173,383 $58,899 $114,483
Actual Expenses $78,506 | $25,374 $53,132 $157,889 | $53,101 $104,788
Budgeted Giving /Income | $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $143,325 $30,825 $112,500
Actual Giving / Income $82,156 | $23,514 $58,642 $151,611 $35,482 $116,129
Surplus / (Deficit) $3,650 | ($1,861) $5,510 ($6,278)| ($17,619) $11,341
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of February 28, 2025
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $292,182




