Fifth Sunday Of Lent
April 6, 2025

She bought it so that
. she might keep it for
? the day of my burial.

John 12:7, NRSV
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INTRODUCTION

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of
his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor
Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly
mire of trespasses and sins.

WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gather Us In
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dartk of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us  to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
firer . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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;Glo -ria, glo - ria, glo - ria en lasal - m-ras a  Dios!
Glo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ryto God .. on high!
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Yen la tie - rra paz pa-raa-que-llos que.a-mael Se - fior.

And onearth . . . peace to God’s peo-ple. Glo - ry to God.
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Yen la tie - rra paz pa-raa-que-llos quea-mael Se - fior.
And on earth . . peace to God’s peo-ple. Glo - ry to God.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace
waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing,
that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21

'®Thus says the LorD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, " who
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they
are extinguished, quenched like a wick: ® Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. 1 am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. * The wild
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, *'the people whom | formed for
myself so that they might declare my praise.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 126

"When the LorD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
’Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LoRD has done great things for them.”
*The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
“Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
°Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
°Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.



SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul writes: *" If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
> circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ °and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. °1 want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming
like him in his death, " if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

”Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. “Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Vuel - vaal Se - fior, 1tu Dios, pues  es com - pa
Turn back ... to the Lord, your God, who is
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GOSPEL: John 12:1-8
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. *There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. °*Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples the
one who was about to betray him, said, ° “Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” °He said this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to
steal what was put into it. ’Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. *You always have the poor with you, but you do
not always have me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HOMILY

Please stand



My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - ¢ - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag -ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-"ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemedto stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



APOSTLE'’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s
imagination, Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our lives,
too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea
and the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair
habitats and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring
together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you
with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than
divide communities. God, in your mercy, receive our prayetr.



The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been dampened
through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing to those
in need. May all who weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who
proclaim the gospel. Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing
you are doing. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who
have died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified
and risen Savior. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Dios del u - ni - ver - so; san - toes el Se - TJior.
God of might and pow - er; ho - ly is the Lord.
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Dios del u - ni - ver - so; san - toes el Se - Tior.

God of might and pow - er; ho - ly is the Lord.
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Blestis he who comes in the name ... of the Lord



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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Cor - de - 7ro de Dios, i que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do,
O Lamb of . . God, you . . take a-way the sin of the world;
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have .. mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy up - on us
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Cor-de - ro de Dios, 1 que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do,
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da -nos tw paz, da - nos w  paz.
grant us your peace, grant us  your peace.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ++ bless you
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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1 A - bide, O dear-est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
5 A - bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, a - mong us with your Ilove;
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that e - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter true peace and joy  af - ford.
your ftruth di - rect and keep us from er - ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.
grant stead-fast-ness and help us to reach our home a - bove.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923
Music: CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEIBEN, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243.

New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Gather Us In”
“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”
“Abide, O Dearest Jesus”



Beginning Wednesday March 12 - April 9, 2025, during Lent - 6:15 pm Soup Supper

A light meal with soup by you! Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you
can offer a soup. Following the soup supper we will gather together for a service of prayer in
the sanctuary at 7pm.

Sign up for Easter Lilies is now available in the Narthex

If you are unable to sign up at church, please call the office, 727-391-4644, or

e-mail your order to office@mygoodshepherd.net and we will add your name/dedication to
the list. The cost is $10.00 each. The last day to order Easter Lilies is today, Sunday, April 6,
2025.

Nehemiah Action is Tomorrow, April 7*", at 7:00pm!

Tomorrow, thousands of people of faith from across the county will gather at First Baptist
Church of St. Pete (1900 Gandy Blvd N, Saint Petersburg, FL 33702) to do justice for all people
living in our community.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2025 | YTD: January - March 2025

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church |Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $259,324 $87,599 $171,725
Actual Expenses $74,160 [ $21,006 $53,153 $232,048 $74,107 $157,941
Budgeted Giving /Income $71,963 | $15,713 $56,250 $215,288 $46,538 $168,750
Actual Giving /Income $81,609 [ $19,108 $62,501 $233,220 $54,590 $178,631
Surplus / (Deficit) $7,450 | ($1,898) $9,348 $1,172 | ($19,518) $20,689
Annual Deficit will be funded from the B alances as of March 31, 2025
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $292,552




