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INTRODUCTION

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it
is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of
weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign
celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will
return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch
and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

PRELUDE
Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
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1 Rise, (o] church, like Christ a - r1s - en,
2 Rise, trans - formed, and choose to fol - low
3 Rise, re - mem - ber well the fu - ture
4 Ser vice be our sure vo ca - tion;
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from this meal of love and grace;
af ter Christ, though wound - ed, whole;
God has called us to re - ceive;
cour - age be our dai - ly breath;
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may we through such love en - vi -  sion
bro ken, shared, our lives are hal - lowed
pres ent by God’s  lov - ing nur - ture,
mer - cy be our des - i - na - tion
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whose we are, and whose, our praise.
to re - lease and to con - sole.
Spir - it - ed then let us live.
from this day and un - to death.
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Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu ja;
Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu ja;
Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu ja;
Al le - lu - Iia, al - le - lu ja.
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God, the won - der of our days.
Christ, our pres - ent, past, and goal.
Spir - it, grace by whom we live.
Rise, (o] church, a liv - ing faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: SURGE ECCLESIA, Timothy J. Strand, b. 1958
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

WELCOME
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.

we ex - alt

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6

'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest “and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. * Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. “ He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” ° He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ° But get up and enter the city,
and you will be told what you are to do.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 30

'l will exalt you, O LoRrD, because you have lifTed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
20 LorD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
*You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
“Sing praise to the LoRrb, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
> God’s wrath is short; God's favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
°While I felt secure, | said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
"You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and | was filled with fear.
®1 cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,



?“What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
'“Hear, O Lorp, and have mercy upon me;
O Lorp, be my helper.”
"You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
"“Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LorD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14

"Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, "*singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
“Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
“And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Al - le-lu - ia!

Lord, we sing

for

the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

' After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. * Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. * Simon Peter said to them, “I am
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the
boat, but that night they caught nothing.

“Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that
it was Jesus. °Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” ° He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because
there were so many fish. 'That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. ? But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.



’When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
'“Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” " So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three
of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. " Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. ”Jesus came and took the bread and gave it
to them, and did the same with the fish. " This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” ® A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Tend my sheep.” ” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep. " Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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1 The church of Christ, in ev - ’ry age be - set by
2 A - cross the world, a - «cross the street, the vic - tims
3 Then let the ser - vant church a - rise, a car - ing
4 For he a - lone, whose blood was shed, can cure the
5 We have no mis - sion but to serve in full o -
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her - i - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 - ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er at - ing word.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Your love sustains the church and its ministries. By that love, equip youth directors,
Sunday school teachers, and all who guide formation in the church to nurture vibrant,
living faith among your people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your abundance is made known throughout creation. Preserve oceans and rivers,
lakes and estuaries so that all creatures living in them might flourish. Make us wise
stewards of our local watersheds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace. Strengthen the work of
grassroots organizers, especially among communities on the frontlines of justice work.
Amplify the voices of those most in need, that their leadership guides the way forward.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your compassion surrounds all who are in need. We pray for all people experiencing
poverty and food insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and economic uncertainty.
Reassure all who experience hopelessness or need your tender care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical
hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better welcome
visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and places. May their lives of
faith guide us in our own journeys with you, today and every day. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Abide With Me

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Please sit

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to those to whom we bring it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen,

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, *F Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

Please stand



Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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1 Al-1le - lu - ial Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fter,
2 Al-le - lu - ial! Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our
4 Al-1le - lu - ia! King e - ter - nal, Loord om - nip - o -
5 Al-le - lu - ial Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fter,

his the throne; Al - le - lu - ia! his the  tri - umph, his the

SOr - FOW now; Al -le - lu - ia! he is near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - lu - ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ial born of Mar -y, earth your

his the throne; Al -1le - lu - ia! his the  tri - umph, his the
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lieves, nor ques - tions how. Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to  day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’n your throne. As  with - in the veil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun-der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were o’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun-der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus

out of ev - ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
ecarth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - 'ry mna - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
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Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen!”

“The Church of Christ, In Every Age”
“Alleluia! Sing To Jesus”
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CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

Good Shepherd will gather in person and online on Sunday, May 18, 2025 for our semi-
annual May Congregational Meeting to hear ministry reports and to elect our Church
Council. You can join us in person following the worship service or by using Zoom on a
computer, tablet, or smartphone, or you can call in using a phone.

https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/89122307863
+1 305 224 1968 & Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 891 2230 7863




Benefits struggling mothers, foster parents and at-risk
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#BASKETSOFLOVEDRIVE

ENDS May 25th

children.
This Spring, help build stronger families, keep children safe in their homes, and support those
who enter foster care. Building a Basket of Love is more than filling a laundry bin with needed
items, it fills hearts with hope. Join with LSF (Lutheran Services of Florida) and Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd to make difference for those who are in need of God’s healing, hope and
help!

This drive will begin May 4 and end on May 25, 2025
Help build a Basket of Love (containing Diapers, Baby products, Pack N Play, New Car Seat,
etc.) or visit the web page for the online Wish list for preselected items (Amazon). You may also
donate directly to Lutheran Services of Florida, 3627 W. Waters Avenue, Tampa FL 33614 and
put Baskets of Love Donation in the memo area.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2025

| YTD: January - March 2025

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church | Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $259,324 $87,599 $171,725
Actual Expenses $74,160 | $21,006 $53,153 $232,048 $74,107 $157,941
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,963 | $15,713 $56,250 $215,288 $46,538 $168,750
Actual Giving /Income $81,609 [ $19,108 $62,501 $233,220 $54,590 $178,631
Surplus / (Deficit) $7,450 ($1,898) $9,348 $1,172 | ($19,518) $20,689
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of March 31, 2025
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $292,552




