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 INTRODUCTION 

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen 
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new 
people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens 
of love. 

PRELUDE 
 
Please stand 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 
 

 



 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 
WELCOME 
 

 
 
 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour 
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we 
may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Acts 11:1-18 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the 
city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close 
to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us 
at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 
leads to life.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM:   Psalm 148 
  1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9 mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12 young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  

 

 

 



SECOND READING:  Revelation 21:1-6 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  for the first 
things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 

The holy gospel according John.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our 
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those often 
overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of 
your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to 
preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in 
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient 
resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, 
experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness. 
Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly 
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic 
oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective body 
in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. 
Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM        As You Serve, Remember Me  
                                                                
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and 
fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend 
this meal to those to whom we bring it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAMILY TIME  

BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 

Please stand 



 



DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Oh God Of Light”                                                                                                                          
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 
 
 

 

Good Shepherd will gather in person and online this morning for our semi-annual May 
Congregational Meeting to hear ministry reports and to elect our Church Council. You 
can join us in person following the worship service or by using Zoom on a computer, 
tablet, or smartphone, or you can call in using a phone. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89122307863 
+1 305 224 1968 & Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 891 2230 7863 

 
 

Women of the ELCA 

Abigail Circle will meet on Monday, May19th at their regular time via Zoom.  The date is 
changed because the normal date falls on Memorial Day. 
Naomi Circle members should check with Marilou Nemeth, (727) 546-9580, to see 
when they will meet.  The church office will be closed on Monday, May 26, 2025. 

 
 



 
Benefits struggling mothers, foster parents and at-risk children. 
This spring, help build stronger families, keep children safe in their 
homes, and support those who enter foster care.  Building a 
Basket of Love is more than filling a laundry bin with needed items, it fills hearts with hope.  Join 
with LSF (Lutheran Services of Florida) and Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd to make 
difference for those who are in need of God’s healing, hope and help! 

 
This drive will begin May 4 and end on May 25, 2025 

 
Help build a Basket of Love (containing Diapers, Baby products, Pack N Play, New Car Seat, 
etc.) or visit the web page for the online Wishlist for preselected items (Amazon). You may also 
donate directly to Lutheran Services of Florida, 3627 W. Waters Avenue, Tampa FL  33614 and 
put Baskets of Love Donation in the memo area. 

 
 

 
 

T o tal Church L ittle L ambs T o tal Church L ittle L ambs
B udg eted E xpenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242 $348,265 $119,298 $228,967
A ctual E xpenses $75,066 $21,583 $53,483 $307,115 $95,690 $211,424

B udg eted G iving  / Income $72,563 $16,313 $56,250 $287,850 $62,850 $225,000
A ctual G iving  / Income $84,306 $17,759 $66,547 $317,526 $72,349 $245,177
S urplus / (Deficit) $9,240 ($3,824) $13,064 $10,412 ($23,341) $33,753
A nnual Deficit w ill be funded fro m  the B alances  as  o f A pril 30, 2025
G o o d S hepherd M o ney  M arket A cco unt G eneral Money Market A ccount $292,894 

M o nthly F inancial S ummary
Monthly:  A pril 2025 Y T D:   J anuary - A pril 2025


