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 INTRODUCTION 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before 
his death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our 
day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have 
our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever 
with all the saints. 

PRELUDE 
 
Please stand 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 
WELCOME 

 
 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us 
love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of 
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Acts 16:16-34 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the 
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had 
called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
     16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 
17 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for 
many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
  19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing 
our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to adopt or observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them 
in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw 
the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he 
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not 
harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell 



down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 
all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed 
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought 
them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household 
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:   Psalm 97 
 1 The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2 Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3 Fire goes before the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on every side. 
 4 Lightnings light up the world; 
  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5 The mountains melt like wax 
  before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6 The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples see your glory.  
 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 
 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
  because of your judgments, O LORD. 
 9 For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 
  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10 You who love the LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
 11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
  and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  



 

 

SECOND READING:  Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
12 “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 
work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.” 
  14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the 
tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
  16 “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am 
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
  20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 



 

Gospel: John 17:20-26 

Jesus prayed: 20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me 
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 
one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 
  25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, 
so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Welcoming God, you invite all people to come and encounter your love. Give your 
church open hearts and minds to embrace all who seek your presence. Increase the 
capacity for cooperation between denominations and congregations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, your might is seen in storms and in silence. Where drought threatens, 
bring rain. Where waters flood, ease them back. Where fire, earthquake, hurricane, or 
tornado destroy, shelter your people and restore your land. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Discerning God, fill the hearts of leaders with your passion for justice and mercy. Call 
the nations of this world to tables of peace and collaboration. Encourage governments 
to seek avenues of collective benefit and joy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Abiding God, all people are held in your care. Accompany survivors of abuse, trauma, 
and exploitation. Strengthen our resolve to listen and advocate on behalf of all who 
are unnoticed. Hear our prayers for those close to our heart. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing God, be with this congregation as summer begins in the northern 
hemisphere. Keep travelers safe. Keep the vulnerable cool. Invigorate summer 
ministry efforts in our community, and support the well-being of children and young 
people.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Loving God, the beginning and the end, you are with us throughout our lives. In 
gratitude for the saints who have died, we look toward your coming again among us. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM        He Leadeth Me   
                                                                
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to those to whom we bring it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAMILY TIME  

BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 

Please stand 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                                                                                                                          
“Son Of God, Eternal Savior” 
“On What Has Now Been Sown” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DATE:  Today 

TIME: 11:00AM 
PLACE:  FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Who Is God? 

Menu:  Pizza faces, tossed salad, applesauce and cupcakes 

We will have a Who is God show and tell.  Bring something from your home or outside 
to show who God is to you. 

 
 
 

 
 

T o tal Church L ittle L ambs T o tal Church L ittle L ambs
B udg eted E xpenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242 $348,265 $119,298 $228,967
A ctual E xpenses $75,066 $21,583 $53,483 $307,115 $95,690 $211,424

B udg eted G iving  / Income $72,563 $16,313 $56,250 $287,850 $62,850 $225,000
A ctual G iving  / Income $84,306 $17,759 $66,547 $317,526 $72,349 $245,177
S urplus / (Deficit) $9,240 ($3,824) $13,064 $10,412 ($23,341) $33,753
A nnual Deficit w ill be funded fro m  the B alances  as  o f A pril 30, 2025
G o o d S hepherd M o ney  M arket A cco unt G eneral Money Market A ccount $292,894 

M o nthly F inancial S ummary
Monthly:  A pril 2025 Y T D:   J anuary - A pril 2025


