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INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s
repeated celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued
showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration
of “how much God has done for you.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, s1, b. 1919
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, 5, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Refrain
Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your
mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is
evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit
FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9

'l was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did
not seek me. | said, “Here | am, here | am,” to a nation that did not call on my name. °|
held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not
good, following their own devices; °a people who provoke me to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; “who sit inside tombs, and spend
the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable things in
their vessels; *who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for
you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. ®See, it is written
before me: | will not keep silent, but I will repay; | will indeed repay into their laps
“their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD; because they
offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, | will measure into their
laps full payment for their actions. ® Thus says the LORD:

As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not destroy it, for there is a
blessing in it,” so | will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy them all. ° | will bring
forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen
shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 22:19-28

“But you, O LORD, be not far away;

O my help, hasten to my aid.

22 peliver me from the sword,

my life from the power of the dog.

?'Save me from the lion’s mouth!

From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
21 will declare your name to my people;

in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.



“You who fear the LoRD, give praise! All you of Jacob'’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LoRD, all you off-spring of Israel.

““For the LorD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
LorD’s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
*From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.

’*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!

“All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

’ For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.

SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29

* Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. * Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. *” But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, * for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. ¥ As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. * There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. * And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

**Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. ’ As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. * When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do
not torment me”—”’for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into
the wilds.) *° Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. ' They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.

*Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. * Then the demons
came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and was drowned.

**When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. * Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. ** Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. ¥ Then
all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them;
for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. ** The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent
him away, saying, ** “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for
you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for
him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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lay down, O wea -1y one, lay down your head up -on my breast”
the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life T'll walk till trav-’ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the
church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love.
Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet and Christians in our
community. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncertainty,
inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the well-being
of your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers,
conservationists, scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression, bring
peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence. When people must
flee their homes, guide them to safety. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accompany
all who are sick. Give perseverance to each of us living with mental illness, and shield
us from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any other human distinction. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one. Weave
among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gathered here, and
enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in your
peace, comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith and
witness, may we trust your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE



The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and

the life of the Spirit *+ bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call

2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call

3 “Will you  let the blind - ed see if I but  call

4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
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your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny Il go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

D in any form prohibited without

or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Word of God, Come Down on Earth”

“I Heard The Voice of Jesus Say”
“Will You Come and Follow Me”



NEXT MEng
CHURCH

JUNE 29
11:00-12:30

MINISTRIES OF
GOOD SHEPHERD
INDOOR PICNIC
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERN CHURC
LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
MESSY CHURCH

MEAT WILL BE PROVIDED.

BRING A DISH TO SHARE AS
YOU ARE ABLE.

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
ACTIVITES FOR ALL AGES

\@

Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.




Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: May 2025 YTD: January - May 2025

Total Church |[Little Lambs Total Church [Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $86,141 | $28,899 $57,242 $434,407 | $148,197 $286,209
Actual Expenses $113,547 | $43,559 $69,988 $420,662 | $139,249 $281,412
Budgeted Giving /Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $359,438 $78,188 $281,250
Actual Giving / Income $71,265 | $10,720 $60,545 $388,791 $83,069 $305,723
Surplus / (Deficit) ($42,282)| ($32,839) ($9,443) ($31,870)| ($56,181) $24,310
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of May 31, 2025
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $294,713




