Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 29, 2025

“I will follow you
wherever you go.”
LUKE 9:57
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INTRODUCTION

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This
is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of
the life God has given us. This is the path of life.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Shall We Gather at the River
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I Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash-ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?

we will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.

soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful v - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

—

~ —~

.‘;' - o o o 9 %4 '

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Glory In The Highest Jonathan Rundman
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glo -ry in the high - est and peace to all the earth.
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Sha-per of the un-i - verse Shap-er of the un-i - verse
Je - sus Christ the Lamb of __  God Je - sus Christ the Lamb of__ God you
Ho - ly Spi-rit source of life Ho - ly Spi-rit source of__  life
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thanks and praise we sing thanks and praise we sing
wash our sins a - way you wash our sins a - way
burn - ing wild and  free burn - ing wild and  free
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lov - ing fa - ther car - ing mo - ther lov - ing fath - er car - ing mo - ther
at your ta - ble all are wel-come at your ta - ble all are wel-come
you are God the three-in - one___ you are God the three-in - one___
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hold us in your__ wings hold us in your__ wings.
hear us as  we___ pray hear us as  we___ pray.
such a  mys-ter - y such a  mys - ter - y.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor
us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all
that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

“Then the LorD said to Elijah, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. " Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.”

“So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing.
There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah
passed by him and threw his mantle over him. °* He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and
said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.” Then Elijah
said to him, “Go back again; for what have | done to you?” *' He returned from
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment
from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he
set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;

| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
?All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

’But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

“1 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,

never take their names upon my lips.

>0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

I will bless the LorD who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

1 have set the LorD always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
’My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.



'“For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.

"You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

'For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to
a yoke of slavery.

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to
one another. " For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” ” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take
care that you are not consumed by one another.

'“Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 7 For what the
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want.
'“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. ” Now the works of
the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, *°idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, *' envy, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those who
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

2 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, ~ gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such
things. * And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



Gospel Verse: Alleluia Jonathan Rundman
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Al - le-lu-ia, Al - le-lu-ia Lord. to whom shall we go
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You have the words of e - ter - nal_ life Al -le - lu - ia.
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GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62
The holy gospel according Luke...
Gospel Verse: Glory To You Oh Lord Jonathan Rundman
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Glo - ry to you glo-ry to you__ _  glo-ry to you. oh Lord.
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*'When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
*>And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make ready for him; >’ but they did not receive him, because his face
was set toward Jerusalem. *“When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?” *> But he turned and rebuked them. ** Then they went on to another village.

°’As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” ** And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” ** To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ® But Jesus said to
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom
of God.” ®' Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at
my home.” ® Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for the kingdom of God.”

The gospel of the Lord...

Gospel Verse: Praise To You Oh Christ Jonathan Rundman
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Praise to you, praise to you,_ praise toyou oh  Christ._
0 4 % — | I — —
 —_a —— = ——— — e ———— —
W z = b_i . .} J I i' o .} } }. & q
Praise to you, praise to you, praise to__ you_ oh Christ.
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HOMILY

Please stand



What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have I  to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I  have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;

Lean - ing on Je - sus, lean-ing on Je - sus,
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev - er - last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of
the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your
peace. Emboldened by the witness of Christians throughout history, send us to
proclaim your reign come near. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the
pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich
inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable to be
shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond to the
people they govern. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick into
your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our
congregation’s ministries. Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the
freedom to which you have called us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us rejoice
that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM Wayfarin’ Stranger



The Great Thanksgiving Jonathan Rundman
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The Lord be with you. Lift up your hearts.
And al-so with_ you. [C:]We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give_ thanks to the Lord our__ God.
[C:]It is right to give God thanks and praise.

©2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music (ASCAP) All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



Holy Holy Holy Jonathan Rundman
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of the Lord. Ho -san-na in the high - est,_ ho -san-na in the high- est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD

Lamb Of God Jonathan Rundman
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Oh  grant us___ peace,_ Lamb of_  God.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and
fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend
this meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your
abiding presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, mychil-dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here youlearnedhow much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv-er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.

Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.

Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my

ten - der com-fort stilled you.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906

Duplication in any form without

ion or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Shall We Gather At The River”
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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NEXT MESSY
: CHURCH

JUNE 29
11:00-12:30

MINISTRIES OF
GOOD SHEPHERD \

N

INDOOR PICNIC
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERN CHURC
LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
MESSY CHURCH

MEAT WILL BE PROVIDED.

BRING A DISH TO SHARE AS
YOU ARE ABLE.

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
ACTIVITES FOR ALL AGES

This morning’s service and picnic will be held in Fellowship Hall

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: May 2025 YTD: January - May 2025

Total Church |[Little Lambs Total Church [Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $86,141 | $28,899 $57,242 $434,407 | $148,197 $286,209
Actual Expenses $113,547 | $43,559 $69,988 $420,662 | $139,249 $281,412
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $359,438 $78,188 $281,250
Actual Giving / Income $71,265 | $10,720 $60,545 $388,791 | $83,069 $305,723
Surplus / (Deficit) ($42,282)| ($32,839) ($9,443) ($31,870)| ($56,181) $24,310
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of May 31, 2025
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $294,713




