Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
August 10, 2025

“YOU ALSO MUST BE READY,

FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COMING AT
AN HOUR YOU DO NOT EXPECT.”
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God'’s
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock”
of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the
promises of God. Have no fear.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

I Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -ri - al Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, at last
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - €s, and at the
Her dear friend comesdown, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam -  ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is  past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ial Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call'! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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go, meet the bride - groom, who draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Refrain
Assisting minister
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| Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ja.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive
you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6

' After these things the word of the LoRD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” ? But Abram said, “O Lord
Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” °* And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” “ But the word of the LOrRD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” > He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” °And he believed the
Lorp; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22
”Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God'’s heritage!
*The LorD looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
'“God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
" God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
'® A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
"The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
“Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,



' to deliver their lives from death,

and to keep them alive in time of famine.

22Qur innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.

' Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.

> Let your lovingkindness, O LoRrD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
“Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. ° By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.

¢ By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. ° For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
"By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.
“Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.”

“All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, " for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. " If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return. " But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed,
he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Iu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: **“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. * Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. * For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

*>“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *° be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. *’ Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. ** If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

*“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Sinceby deathhe con-quered death,
Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:

Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know.

Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to
Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action
for the sake of the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth,
especially where life and habitats are threatened. Guide the work of astronomers and
all who teach us about the stars and galaxies. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments
of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need. Assure all who are afraid or experiencing
great uncertainty that your promises are sure. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go.
Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and other means of support and advocacy.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died
having seen them only from a distance. Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM God Whose Giving Knows No Ending

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and
the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain where the  heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me

fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav -en,
all  my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - 'rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - s
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
1 will raise for - ev - er - more, 1 will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”

“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”
“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”



GAME DAY!

A note from Patti - | hope you have enjoyed your summer. This morning we will have a
game day to celebrate going back to school. We will gather in either the Renn Room or
the youth room immediately following worship this morning. We will have sandwiches,
I have lots of Capri Sun left from the beach Messy Church, and some snack bars. If

you would like to bring an additional snack to share or favorite game to play, please do.
Everyone is welcome!
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Walk in kindness, shine

{3 with courage, go with God.



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: July 2025

YTD: January - July 2025

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $609,289 | $208,596 $400,693
Actual Expenses $83,454 | $30,289 $53,166 $580,535 | $192,368 $388,167
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $502,613 | $108,863 $393,750
Actual Giving / Income $74,526 | $12,962 $61,564 $536,711 | $109,463 $427,248
Surplus / (Deficit) ($8,928) | ($17,327) $8,398 ($43,824) | ($82,906) $39,082

Annual Deficit will be funded from the
Good Shenherd Monev Market Account

Balances as of July 31, 2025

General Monev Market Account

$295.409




