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INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites
our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O  saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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I laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for 1 am your God and will still give you  aid,
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; | on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Refrain
Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us
to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

“Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? ““Who can hide in secret
places so that | cannot see them? says the LoORD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says
the LORD. | have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, “I have dreamed, | have dreamed!” ** How long? Will the hearts of the prophets
ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart? “ They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. ** Let the prophet who
has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully.
What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. *’ Is not my word like fire, says
the LoRrD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 82

'God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:

?“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?

’Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;

“rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.

°They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

°Now | say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;



"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.””
¢ Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29- 12:2

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. *° By faith the walls of Jericho fell
after they had been encircled for seven days. *' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

*> And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—** who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of
lions, ** quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. ** Women received their
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to
obtain a better resurrection. * Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. ¥ They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented—** of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

“Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, “’ since God had provided something better so that they would not,
apart from us, be made perfect.

“'Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, *looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of
God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Iu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said: “’“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
°°1 have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is
completed! °' Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! *> From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; “*they will be divided:

father against son and son against father,

mother against daughter and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.”

**He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. *° And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. *° You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



If God My Lord Be for Me

0 . .
O ==+, =

1 If God my Lord be for me, I may a host de - fy;
2 1 build on this foun - da - tion, that Je - sus and his blood
3 Christ Je - sus is my splen - dor, my sun, my lightt a - lone;
4 For joy my heart is ring - ing; all sor-row dis - ap - pears;
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for when 1 pray, be - fore me my foes, con - found- ed, fly.
a - lone are my sal - va - tion, the true, e - ter - nal good.
were he not my de - fend - er be - fore the judg-ment throne,
and full of mirth and sing - ing, it wipes a - way all tears.
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If Christ, my head and mas - ter, be - friend me from a - bove,
With - out him all that pleas - es will vain and emp - ty prove.
I nev - er should find fa - vor and mer - cy in God’s sight,
The sun that cheers my spir - it is  Je - sus Christ, my Kking;
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what foe or what di - sas - ter can drive me from his love?
The gifts I have from Je - sus a - lone are worth my love.
but  be de-stroyed for - ev - er as dark - ness by the light.
the heav’n I shall in - her - it makes me re - joice and  sing.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, _1_607—1676; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, adapt.
Music: IST GOTT FUR MICH, English melody, 16th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
A brief silence.

Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries
with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in
solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Safeguard rivers and lakes from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy
makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among
lawmakers who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those
who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound.
Reassure them of your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their
planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and
support for their work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the
example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until
that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who
always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM If God Is For Us

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and
the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
3 You in us are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
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love or skill to re - store the hope of  heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek re - lease from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
in - to life.  Use us as a means of  bless - ing:
be  more true, give us love to go on learn - ing:
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail -  ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron -  ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour - age and re - new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“How Firm A Foundation”

“If God My Lord Be For Me”
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: July 2025

YTD: January - July 2025

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $609,289 | $208,596 $400,693
Actual Expenses $83,454 | $30,289 $53,166 $580,535 | $192,368 $388,167
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $502,613 | $108,863 $393,750
Actual Giving / Income $74,526 | $12,962 $61,564 $536,711 | $109,463 $427,248
Surplus / (Deficit) ($8,928) | ($17,327) $8,398 ($43,824) | ($82,906) $39,082

Annual Deficit will be funded from the
Good Shenherd Monev Market Account

Balances as of July 31, 2025

General Monev Market Account

$295.409




MY WORD
LIKE




