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INTRODUCTION

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism
we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit,
humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is Rept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
04
a7 T —— T —
& T T T T N1 | | | T | T |

Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Refrain
Assisting minister

1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and

strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain

has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - Iu - ia



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a

®Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great;
“for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a
noble.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 112

"Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God's commandments!
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
*Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
“Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
°It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
° For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LoRD.
*Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
°They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
'“The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.



SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

'Let mutual love continue. ’ Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. * Remember those who
are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured,
as though you yourselves were being tortured. “ Let marriage be held in honor by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers. ° Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” °So we can say with
confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. ®Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. * Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. '® Do not neglect to do
good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Iu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1,7-14
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

'0On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable. * “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at
the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by
your host; °and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this
person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.
'“But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your
host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. " For all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

'“He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors,
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. " But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. " And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.

where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;

Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as  we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw JIr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
A brief silence.

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school
teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of
God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in
fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide
for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to
enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor/Labour Day weekend, make us
mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable
communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends
meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a
spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our
sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who
always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Welcome To The Table

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

04 . . . .
" T | — . | T I |
G d
J I ~
heav’n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
Du L
" T ——— I I | ! —]
R I S S T B
[ = & b L A | | 2 & & | |
J I A4 a A A ' 7
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and
the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



On Our Way Rejoicing
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I On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us g0.

2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav ior thank - ful hearts we bring;
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Christ with - out, our safe ty; Christ with - in, our Joy;
un - to God the Spir it bow we and a - dore,
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who, if we be faith ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way re - joic ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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On our way re - joic ing; as we for - ward move,
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hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Praise To The Lord, The Almighty”

“O Christ The Healer, We Have Come”
“Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
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Datty

We will have a Grandparents Day Celebration on Sunday, September 7, 2025, at 11am.
Grandparents invite your grandkids.
Grandkids invite your grandparents.
Light refreshments will be served!

If your grandparent or grandchild lives far away, we will be sharing the supply list for the
activity if you would like to have them join you via Facebook or zoom so that you can still
do the activity together.

Cave Team

A Care Team has formed at Good Shepherd with the purpose of connecting one
another, especially those who are unable to worship in person. Please consider how
you may be called to be a part of this ministry. For more information, please call Kate
Herrington at 727-420-6531.



Little Lambs Christian Preschool

Dear families,

On August 18", Ms. Christine’s (our VPK teacher) son, Travis, was struck by lightning
on the job while working outside. The lightning came up through the sprinkler system
and hit Travis. Mark, the owner of Rizzottos Pizzeria, saw this out his window and
dragged Trauvis to safety and called 911. They quickly arrived to defibrillate Travis and
get him to Baycare Trauma. By the grace of God they were able to save his life, but he
will have a road to recovery. Please help us support Ms. Christine’s son by attending a
fundraiser at the very place his life changed and was saved.

The fundraiser is Sunday, September 14, 2025, 12pm-6pm at Rizzottos Pizzeria at
1334 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL 33778. Additional information is posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex.

Thank you!
Little Lambs
9/
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== Finance
“e=” Update
Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly: July 2025 YTD: January - July 2025
Total Church |Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $609,289 | $208,596 $400,693
Actual Expenses $83,454 | $30,289 $53,166 $580,535 | $192,368 $388,167
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $502,613 | $108,863 $393,750
Actual Giving / Income $74,526 | $12,962 $61,564 $536,711 | $109,463 $427,248
Surplus/ (Deficit) ($8,928) | ($17,327) $8,398 ($43,824) | ($82,906) $39,082
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of July 31, 2025
Good Shenherd Monev Market Account General Monev Market Account | $295.409




