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 INTRODUCTION 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is 
not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The 
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself 
all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Exodus 32:7-14 
7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  Psalm 51:1-10 

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3 For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 



 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9 Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  

 

SECOND READING:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged 
me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 
foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 
would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 



 
GOSPEL:  Luke 15:1-10 
The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, 
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

Please stand 



 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times when we 
have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us 
to live as a community of mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this 
earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, and 
grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your creation to its 
fullness. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them to 
make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of your 
mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those who 
are sick, grieving, or in pain. Give us compassionate hearts to accompany those who 
are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 



Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us with 
humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and generosity to 
extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console those 
who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM The Lord of Love Who Shepherds Me  
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and 
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

FAMILY TIME  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 



BLESSING 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

SENDING HYMN  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
“There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy ”                                                                                                                       
 “Praise The Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” 
 
 

 
 
 

Little Lambs Christian Preschool 
Dear families, 
     On August 18th, Ms. Christine’s (our VPK teacher) son, Travis, was struck by lightning 
on the job while working outside. The lightning came up through the sprinkler system 
and hit Travis. Mark, the owner of Rizzottos Pizzeria, saw this out his window and 
dragged Travis to safety and called 911. They quickly arrived to defibrillate Travis and 
get him to Baycare Trauma. By the grace of God they were able to save his life, but he 
will have a road to recovery. Please help us support Ms. Christine’s son by attending a 
fundraiser at the very place his life changed and was saved.  
     The fundraiser is Sunday, September 14, 2025, 12pm-6pm at Rizzottos Pizzeria at 
1334 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL  33778.  Additional information is posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 
Thank you!  
Little Lambs 

Quilting Team 
 The Quilting Team is in need of gently used bed sheets of any color for quilt backing.  
Please contact Helene Dueben, (727) 393-8189, for more information.   

 
Care Team 

 

A Care Team has formed at Good Shepherd with the purpose of connecting one 
another, especially those who are unable to worship in person. Please consider how 
you may be called to be a part of this ministry. For more information, please call Kate 
Herrington at 727-420-6531. 



 
 
 

We are collecting new socks and underwear 
For school aged children 4yrs – 18 years old 

CLOTHES TO KIDS 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242 $695,231 $237,295 $457,935
Actual Expenses $84,937 $28,092 $56,845 $665,472 $220,460 $445,011

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 $15,338 $56,250 $574,200 $124,200 $450,000
Actual Giving / Income $73,365 $13,129 $60,236 $610,076 $122,591 $487,485
Surplus / (Deficit) ($11,572) ($14,963) $3,391 ($55,396) ($97,869) $42,473
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of August 31, 2025
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $295,744 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  August 2025 YTD:   January - August 2025


