Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 21, 2025

N a very little
Is faithful also in much ..
Luke 16:10, NRSV
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INTRODUCTION

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners)
of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ
Jesus, himself human, . .. gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of
God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we
need.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



We Give Thee but Thine Own
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Text: William W. How, 18231897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts
to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

“Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
°saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel
great, and practice deceit with false balances, ° buying the poor for silver and the
needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely | will never forget any of their
deeds.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 113

"Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.

’Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.

*From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.

“The LoRbD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.

*Who is like the LORrD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,

° but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?

"The LoRD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,



¢ enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.

°The LorD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, *for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. ° This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. ° For there is one God; there is also one mediator
between God and humankind,

Christ Jesus, himself human, ®who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested
at the right time.” For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
truth, 1 am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. *So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
*Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. “|
have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of
olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty." ' Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’' He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ ® And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children
of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children
of light. ?And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

““Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. " If then you have not been faithful
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? ” And if you have
not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?
“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all.

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006

Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of
those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and community.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that
all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation
would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the
benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade
them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving
the loss of loved ones. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to
surround them with your healing care. God of grace, receive our prayer.



God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible
action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously
through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in
praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of
new life. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Faithfulness

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ' bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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1 Rise uwp, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
We Give Thee But Thine Own”

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ”
“Rise Up, O Saints of God"”
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September 21

Opening 11:00
Activities 11:15
Celebration 11:45
Lunch 12:00

We are collecting new socks and underwear
For school aged children 4yrs — 18 years old
CLOTHES TO KIDS
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Abigail Circle has a monthly Bible Study the fourth Monday of the month via Zoom at 7:00
pm. call Carol Crouse (703-200-1965) if you are interested in joining our monthly Bible Study via
zoom. Next meeting is Monday, September 22, 2025.

Naomi Circle meets for a Bible Study at 10am on the 4th Monday of the month in the library.
Please call Marilou Nemeth (727-546-9580, text her at 727-242-1304), or e-mail Marilou at

bill. mariloun@gmail.com for additional information. Next meeting is Monday, September 22,
2025.

MENSGROUP

GENTS is a group of retired men that meet on the 4" Tuesday of the month in the church library

at 11:30am. A light lunch is served and there is plenty of conversation. Next meeting is Tuesday,
September 23, 2025.

Care Team

A Care Team has formed at Good Shepherd with the purpose of connecting one another,
especially those who are unable to worship in person. Please consider how you may be called to
be a part of this ministry. There will be a meeting at 11:00 am on October 8, 2025 in church
library, followed by a light luncheon. For more information, please call Kate Herrington at 727-
420-6531, or the church office 727-391-4644.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: August 2025 YTD: January - August 2025

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 | $28,699 $57,242 $695,231 | $237,295 $457,935
Actual Expenses $84,937 | $28,092 $56,845 $665,472 | $220,460 $445,011
Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 | $15,338 $56,250 $574,200 | $124,200 $450,000
Actual Giving / Income $73,365 | $13,129 $60,236 $610,076 | $122,591 $487,485
Surplus/ (Deficit) ($11,572) | ($14,963) $3,391 ($55,396) | ($97,869) $42,473
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of August 31, 2025
Good Shenherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves | | | $295.744




