
 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 5, 2025 

 
 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL  33778 

727.391.4644 
www.mygoodshepherd.net 



 

 INTRODUCTION 

Today we begin a three part series on the three major sections of the catechism: a 
handbook of the basics of the Christian faith. Martin Luther rearranged the catechism 
to begin with the Ten Commandments because the first step in fixing a broken 
humanity is diagnosis. Life with God moves from the Law to the Gospel. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



 

 
 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace 
and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Exodus 20:1-17 

 1 Then God spoke all these words, 
  2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do 
any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 
  13 “You shall not murder. 
  14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
  15 “You shall not steal. 
  16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM:  Psalm 19 
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
  and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 2 Day to day pours forth speech, 
  and night to night declares knowledge. 
 3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 
  their voice is not heard; 
 4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth 
  and their words to the end of the world. 
 In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
  and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its circuit to the end of them, 
  and nothing is hid from its heat. 
 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
 the decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple; 
 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
 9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD are true 
  and righteous altogether. 
 10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
  in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12 But who can detect one’s own errors? 
  Clear me from hidden faults. 
 13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
  do not let them have dominion over me. 
 Then I shall be blameless 
  and innocent of great transgression. 
 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
  be acceptable to you, 
  O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 



 

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-26 

 19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is 
attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that 
he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:17-20 
The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

Please stand 



 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the 
gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that 
faith the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable 
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in 
the field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, 
safety, and joy. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and 
people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries 
affected by war and violence. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, 
and poor. Come to the help of all in need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at 
the right time. God of grace, receive our prayer. 



O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages who 
teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of 
faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May the 
faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 

CHOIR ANTHEM May The Words of My Mouth   

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

FAMILY TIME  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 

BLESSING 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

SENDING HYMN  

 

 

 

 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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”Christ is Made The Sure Foundation” 
“How Firm A Foundation”                                                                                                                       
 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 



Care Team - A Care Team has formed at Good Shepherd with the purpose of connecting 
one another, especially those who are unable to worship in person. Please consider how you 
may be called to be a part of this ministry. There will be a meeting at 11:00 am on Wednesday 
October 8, 2025 in church library, followed by a light luncheon.  For more information, please call 
Kate Herrington at 727-420-6531, or the church office 727-391-4644. 

Our annual tradition will continue selling pumpkins to our 
community to support our ministry with youth programs. The pumpkins will arrive by truck on 
Saturday, October 11th at 9am and we can use all available hands unloading. Then, 
throughout the month, we'll need volunteer salespersons. A signup sheet is on the table in the 
Narthex, and also on line https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BADAA2DA57-59043097-
pumpkin 

 
Church Members & Friends – We need Volunteers to give Treats out on,  
Friday, October 31, 2025 at our Little Lambs Christian Preschool Halloween Parade!! 
    We ask that you arrive at the church by 8:45am (parade will start at 9am) and, please bring 
treats ready to pass out to 85 children.  The treats must be nut-free and they don’t have to be 
candy.  Stickers, individually wrapped store bought cookies and pretzels are great! 

Join us for our annual Trunk or Treat Event on Friday, October 24, 
2025, from 6-7pm.  Set up time is 5:30 pm, please plan for 300-500 treats. 
 

 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $88,941 $31,699 $57,242 $784,172 $268,995 $515,177
Actual Expenses $84,284 $30,159 $54,126 $749,756 $250,619 $499,137

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 $15,338 $56,250 $645,788 $139,538 $506,250
Actual Giving / Income $83,157 $12,396 $70,761 $693,233 $134,988 $558,246
Surplus / (Deficit) ($1,127) ($17,763) $16,636 ($56,523) ($115,631) $59,109
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of September 30, 2025
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $245,853 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  September 2025 YTD:   January - September 2025


