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 INTRODUCTION 

In the catechism, we find not only the substance of our faith — the Apostle’s Creed 
which begins, “I believe” — but we also find the way to believe: enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit we come to know Jesus who helps us back into loving relationship with the One 
who created us. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of heaven and earth, guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory 
and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit   

FIRST READING:  Genesis 1:26-31 

 26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM:  Psalm 8 
1 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
  2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
 you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
  to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars that you have established; 
 4 what are humans that you are mindful of them, 
  mortals that you care for them? 
 5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God 
  and crowned them with glory and honor. 
 6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet, 
 7 all sheep and oxen, 
  and also the beasts of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
  whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
 9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 5:1-5 

 1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also 
boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 



 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 28: 16-20 
The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

Please stand 



 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you lead your people to faith. Remind the church that your word flows 
into the world. By your Spirit, teach the church to share the word of God for the sake 
of the world. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Creating God, you provided cleansing and healing waters for Naaman. Water the 
earth’s lands in parched places. Restore clean water to all communities, and guide the 
work of all who advocate for safe and abundant water supplies. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

Righteous One, you bring justice and wholeness throughout the world, and your 
righteousness endures forever. By your spirit, guide leaders of all nations and lands to 
right relationship with you and with one another. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Merciful God, you know the needs of your people. Show mercy to those suffering in the 
world. Comfort those in need of your healing. God of grace, receive our prayer. 



Life-giving God, you free us by your word. Help us, by your Spirit, to be transformed to 
live your word of freedom honestly and uprightly in our teaching, preaching, and 
serving. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy God, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. Guide us to trust 
in the baptismal promise of resurrection in Christ. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 

CHOIR ANTHEM            I Believe               - Rick Steuart 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FAMILY TIME  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

SENDING HYMN  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 “As We Gather At Your Table” 
“The Church’s One Foundation”                                                                                                                       
 “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our annual tradition will continue selling pumpkins to our 
community to support our ministry with youth programs. Throughout this month, we'll need 
volunteer salespersons. A signup sheet is on the table in the Narthex, and also on line 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BADAA2DA57-59043097-pumpkin 
 

 
Church Members & Friends – We need Volunteers to give Treats out on,  
Friday, October 31, 2025 at our Little Lambs Christian Preschool Halloween Parade!! 
    We ask that you arrive at the church by 8:45am (parade will start at 9am) and, please bring 
treats ready to pass out to 85 children.  The treats must be nut-free and they don’t have to be 
candy.  Stickers, individually wrapped store bought cookies and pretzels are great! 

 

Join us for our annual Trunk or Treat Event on Friday, October 24, 
2025, from 6-7pm.  Set up time is 5:30 pm, please plan for 300-500 treats. 
 
 

 

 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $88,941 $31,699 $57,242 $784,172 $268,995 $515,177
Actual Expenses $84,284 $30,159 $54,126 $749,756 $250,619 $499,137

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,588 $15,338 $56,250 $645,788 $139,538 $506,250
Actual Giving / Income $83,157 $12,396 $70,761 $693,233 $134,988 $558,246
Surplus / (Deficit) ($1,127) ($17,763) $16,636 ($56,523) ($115,631) $59,109
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of September 30, 2025
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $245,853 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  September 2025 YTD:   January - September 2025


