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PRELUDES 

• In the Garden 
• Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, J. S. Bach 
• Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

INTRODUCTION (ELW p. 279) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy 
and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can 
comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from 
God. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ is Risen Today (ELW 365) 

 

 

 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 281) 

Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, Ruth. 
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us 
faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

The assembly is seated.  

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
A reading from Revelation.  
  9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried 
out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders 
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 singing,  “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him day and night 
within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They 
will hunger no more and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching 
heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

A reading from the Psalms.  
 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
  3 he restores my soul. 

 He leads me in right paths 
  for his name’s sake. 

 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
  I fear no evil, 
 for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, 
  they comfort me. 

 5 You prepare a table before me 
  in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
  my cup overflows. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
  all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
  my whole life long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-13 

A reading from Philippians. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for 
the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, 
and the God of peace will be with you. 
  10 I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned for me but had no opportunity to show it. 11 Not that I am 
referring to being in need, for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12 I 
know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 
all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished 
from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the 
road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTIONS 
 

SERMON 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815) 

The assembly is seated. 
 



 



CREED (ELW p. 282) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW p. 282) 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ. 

Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving 
care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where 
this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to 
your light and life. God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 



 
 
 
Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 
God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and 
that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to 
separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who rose from the dead, and in whom our hope of resurrection dawns. The 
sting of death has been removed by the glorious promise of his risen life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory. 

 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. 

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 

 



 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
 
 



 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  

 

Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 332) 



 



 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
COMMENDATION (ELW p. 283) 

Let us commend Ruth to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence is kept. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Ruth. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 
your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE: AMAZING GRACE 
 
 
 
COMMITTAL (ELW p. 284) 
 
Grace and peace from our Savior Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, holy and powerful, by the death and burial of Jesus your anointed, you have 
destroyed the power of death and made holy the resting places of all your people. 
Keep our sister Ruth, whose body we now lay to rest, in the company of all your saints. 
And at the last, O God, raise her up to share with all the faithful the endless joy and 
peace won through the glorious resurrection of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we commend to almighty God our sister Ruth, and we commit her body to 
the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 

The Lord bless her and keep her. 

The Lord’s face shine on her with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon her with favor and ☩ give her peace. 
Amen. 
 
Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 
and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace 
at the last, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in 
everything good so that you may do God’s will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
Let us go in peace. 
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