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INTRODUCTION 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs 
of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at 
his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, 
in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our 
eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us 
with salvation. Amen. 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise 
of grace, let us confess our sin. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, 
greed, and self-centeredness that lead us to participate in evil systems. We choose 
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with 
mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your 
ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests 
upon us all. Amen. 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith 
in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
     1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
     3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are  
of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
     5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning 
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
     8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:   146:5-10 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
who keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous.  
9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  



 

 

 

SECOND READING:  James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:2-11 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 
4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 

Please stand 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and 
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all 
may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow 
seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that 
thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their 
attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion 
and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing.  In uncertain times, 
remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 



 

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. 
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, 
and welcoming the immigrant. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in 
faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen. 



Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 “The King Shall Come”  
 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”                                                                                                                    
“Fling Wide The Door” 
 

+ + + + + +  

 

It’s time to order poinsettias if you would like to order any to have them in the church for 
Christmas Eve.  Order will be taken up until Monday, December 15, 2025.  The cost is $10.00 
each. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, along with payment envelopes. 

 

The Angel Tree is in the narthex with gift requests for Mildred Helms School. To give a gift take a 
tag with gift information from the tree and please return your tag with your unwrapped gift.  The 
final date for gift collection is today, December 14, 2025. 
 

 
 
You are invited to spend Christmas Eve with others at Good Shepherd as we come together to 
sing and tell the story of God’s love come down to earth. 
The service of Carols, Candlelight, and Communion begins at 7 pm on December 24th – in 
person or online. Music will begin at 6:30pm. 
All who are seeking to hear a message of love and hope are invited —all ages and stages of life. 
Dress up or dress casual. There is a place for you here. 



 
A new way of doing church Activities for all ages 

Chili will be served  
December 21, 2025 - 11:00AM - 12:30PM, Meet in the Fellowship Hall 

A Messy Manger Luke 2:1-20 
Thank you to Jan and Bill Bogaard for sponsoring December Messy Church.  If you are interested 
in sponsoring Messy Church please contact Patti Nickol at nickolpatti@gmail.com or 
727.798.0417.  

 
Coffee and conversation take place after worship. Join us to get to know other church 
members. There is a new signup sheet for the first quarter of 2026 for bringing treats in for the 
coffee and conversation time. Thank you to everyone who has participated in 2025. 
 
Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home bound 
congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need people to sign up to 
drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
 

 
 
 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242 $956,555 $326,893 $629,661
Actual Expenses $77,280 $26,041 $51,238 $909,752 $302,490 $607,262

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,638 $15,388 $56,250 $789,013 $170,263 $618,750
Actual Giving / Income $74,197 $13,075 $61,123 $843,523 $162,087 $681,436
Surplus / (Deficit) ($3,082) ($12,967) $9,885 ($66,229) ($140,404) $74,174
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of November 30, 2025
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $248,184 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  November 2025 YTD:   January - November 2025


