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INTRODUCTION 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him 
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one 
named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O 
come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers 
appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and 
death. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us 
with salvation. Amen. 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise 
of grace, let us confess our sin. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, 
greed, and self-centeredness that lead us to participate in evil systems. We choose 
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with 
mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your 
ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests 
upon us all. Amen. 



  
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Please sit  

 

 



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 7:10-16 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:   PSALM: 80:1-7, 17-19      Read Responsively 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong  for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

 



 

SECOND READING:  ROMANS 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the 
gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and 
was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 
the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our  Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 1:18-25 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with 
us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

Please stand 

 

 

 



  
 



 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits 
through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim 
your advent among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts 
with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice and 
care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces of our 
neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 



 

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt 
overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges 
of depression, or who are ill. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities of 
support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety 
for all children and those who care for them. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. 
Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are 
held in your in love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 

CHOIR ANTHEM Every Valley  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen. 

Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 



  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
 “As The Dark Awaits The Dawn”                                                                                                                    
“Cantle Of The Turning” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
A new way of doing church Activities for all ages 

Chili will be served  
December 21, 2025 - 11:00AM - 12:30PM 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall 
A Messy Manger Luke 2:1-20 

 

Thank you to Jan and Bill Bogaard for sponsoring Messy Church this morning.  If you are 
interested in sponsoring Messy Church please contact Patti Nickol at nickolpatti@gmail.com or 
727.798.0417.  

Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church 
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex.  

Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home bound 
congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need people to sign up to 
drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $85,941 $28,699 $57,242 $956,555 $326,893 $629,661
Actual Expenses $77,280 $26,041 $51,238 $909,752 $302,490 $607,262

Budgeted Giving / Income $71,638 $15,388 $56,250 $789,013 $170,263 $618,750
Actual Giving / Income $74,197 $13,075 $61,123 $843,523 $162,087 $681,436
Surplus / (Deficit) ($3,082) ($12,967) $9,885 ($66,229) ($140,404) $74,174
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of November 30, 2025
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $248,184 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  November 2025 YTD:   January - November 2025


