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Welcome to Worship with Good Shepherd!

Children are welcome throughout the service, but if they need a break, feel free to use
the Library located just off the Narthex (lobby). Restrooms are located down the hall,
and there is a changing station in the vestibule outside the women's restroom.

INTRODUCTION

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that
the light of the long-promised Ring will illumine the world and bring endless peace
and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings
salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go
forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC (6:30-7:00PM)

WELCOME

Please stand

PROCESSION 0, Come, All Ye Faithful



O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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I O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;

come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Glory Be to God on High (Gloria)

| l
T | ]

e e |

1 ]

T
v

1 X% | 1 —1 %

T
.Glo - ry be to
2. Might - y God, our
3. Christ now seat - ed

h | ] | ] A
1 I 1 | |
——— ;
| S~ 1 1 . o 1| ]
ANV L i ) 1 1 T — = 1)
o T 1% 1
God on high; peace, good - will to all on earth.
Heav'n - ly King! Je - sus Christ the on - ly Son,
on the throne, Ho - ly - One and Lord Most High,
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Music: Gloria, Traditional French Carol

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in
the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness—on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult
when dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. °For all
the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. °For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 'His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 96

'Sing to the LORDa new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.

’Sing to the LoRD, bless the name of the LoRD;
proclaim God's salvation from day to day.
‘Declare God’s glory among the nations

and God’s wonders among all peoples.

“For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LorD, have made the heavens.
*Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LorRD honor and power.

‘Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lorp.
“Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lorb, all the earth.



"“Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the world so firm
that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”

"Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is
in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

"“Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for you
come to judge the earth.

“You will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with your truth.

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, “training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, “while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. “He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Candle Lighting and Gospel Procession

Please have your candle ready as the ushers begin to light the candles. Tilt your unlit
candle over the flame of a lit candle and then hold your lit candle up for the next
person.

Silent Night Verses 1 & 2

Silent night, holy night!

Allis calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Christ, the Savior, is born!



GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20

The holy gospel according Luke. Glory to You, O Lord!

‘In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. “All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. °"He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

‘In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. "’But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: "to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. “This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, ““Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!”

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” "*So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child; ®and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. *°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
SILENT NIGHT - VERSE 3

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth.



Please extinguish your candle and be seated carefully
so that you don't spill wax on anyone.

HOMILY

Please stand

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

I It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4

For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plainsthey bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - belsoundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before
the manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the
news of your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the
roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy
night. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands,
feet, and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords
into plowshares. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into
the world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick
or struggling. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing
ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for
youth seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in
the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen,

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC Cradle to Crown

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)
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Music: Mendelssohn, by Felix Mendelssohn

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
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Music: The First Nowell, Traditional English

We welcome all to receive communion who believe that Jesus is present in the
sacrament. Please come up the center aisle following those in front of you. Hold one
or more hands flat so that a wafer can be dropped in without contact. A single glass
of wine will be waiting for you on the small table to the side. Gluten free wafers and
grape juice are available upon request. Please let an usher know if you need
communion brought to you.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding

presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME

BLESSING
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, + bless you
with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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I Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!

ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.

Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bomm to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born  for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“0 Come All Ye Faithful”

“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”
“Silent Night”

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Thank you to all who helped to prepare and participated in this service, those who
decorated the sanctuary, buildings and grounds for this holy season.




Poinsettia Dedications

Jan & Bill Bogaard In honor and blessings for our family
Diane & Dave Supplee In honor of and memory of our family
Bill & Gini ZeRuth In honor of loved ones
Carol & Tom Crouse In memory of our parents

In honor of our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
In memory of Anne, Jim and Marebe

Mac & Bev Mackey In memory of family
Marcia & John Swager In honor of family
Jean McCormick & Family In memory of Ken
M/M John Ondich Blessings received
Gus & Helene Dueben In memory of Heidi Lintemuth

In memory of Charlye Jahren
Jessica & Sherry Fieux In memory of Mike, Vera and Bobbi
Kate Herrington In memory of my husband and parents

In memory of siblings Bill, Nancy, Betsy, John and Larry

With thanks to Pastor Keith and all church staff for their service

Thanks to all volunteers who serve the Lord in many ways at Good Shepherd

Marilou Nemeth In memory of Bill Nemeth
Barb Cerar In memory of brother, Dennis



