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And he went and
lived in a city called

Nazareth,
so that what was
spoken by the
prophets
might be fulfilled.
—Matthew 2:23, ESV
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INTRODUCTION

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the
death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove
the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the
“holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our
gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us
as in days of old.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand



Joy to the World
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Glory Be to God on High (Gloria)
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Music: Gloria, Traditional French Carol



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers.
As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LoRD,
because of all that the LorD has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel
that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his
steadfast love. ® For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act
deceitfully,” and he became their savior “in all their distress. It was no messenger or
angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed
them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Psalm: Psalm 148

"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
’ Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
°Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
“Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
°who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
’Praise the LOrD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;



¢fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God's will;
“mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
" wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
""sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
'young men and maidens,
old and young together.
" Let them praise the name of the LoRD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
"“The Lorp has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. " For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,
“saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the
congregation | will praise you.” " And again, “I will put my trust in him.”
And again, “Here am | and the children whom God has given me.”

“Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, “and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the
fear of death. " For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descendants
of Abraham. " Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. * Because he himself
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after the magi had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until |
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” “Then Joseph got
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt " and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, “Out of Egypt | have called my son.”

“When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or
under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. " Then what had been
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

'““A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

“When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, *° “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” *' Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. * But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And
after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. * There he
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.



HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for
the life of the world.

| present Cheryl Doberstein for baptism.

Cheryl, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
be baptized into Christ?

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Cheryl in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Response: | do.

People of God, do you promise to support Cheryl and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?
We do.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church. Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus'
death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM

Cheryl Doberstein, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Cheryl with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.



Cheryl, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all
the world.

Prayers of Intercession

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do
likewise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your
love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what
we have broken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your
hand. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered
your son Jesus from Herod'’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted
Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we
offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and
protection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen,

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC From The Manger, Shines Redemption

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Music: Mendelssohn, by Felix Mendelssohn

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
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sin and grant us your peace.

Music: The First Nowell, Traditional English

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we

pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME



BLESSING

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, + bless you
with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

Please stand
HYMN
Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Joy To The World”
“Good Christian Friends Rejoice”
“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

The church office will be closed
through January 4, 2026.



