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INTRODUCTION 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the 
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense 
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the 
meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of 
Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days 
ahead. 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 
mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not 
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear 
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way 
of life. Amen. 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ 
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen. 



 
 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through 
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, 
and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 



 
 
 
 
PSALM:   32 
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
and whose sin is put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
because of my groaning all day long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
I will guide you with my eye.  
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 5:12-19 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 
so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before 
the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion 
from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of 
Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one  
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the 
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, 
because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much 
more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 



 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:1-11 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’ ” 
 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will 
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! 
for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 
 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist 
temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten 
this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, 
and gentleness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 
with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage 
to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace 
to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated.  Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for 
bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-
giving word. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and 
for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  Jesus In The Wilderness    
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and 
fish, all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend 
this meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your 
abiding presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAMILY TIME  

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless 
you now and always. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN  

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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 “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross”                                                                                                                          
“O, Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” 
“Jesus Still Lead On” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Lent 

February 22, 2026 
11:00-12:30 Following church this morning. 

Meet in Fellowship Hall 
 

 
Beginning the week after Ash Wednesday, come join us each Wednesday evening for a light meal 
with soup by you! 6:15 pm Soup Supper - Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church 
Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup. 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026,  
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, Wednesday, March 11, 2026 
Wednesday, March 18, 2026, Wednesday, March 25, 2026 

Soup Supper 6:15 pm 
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00pm 

 
WELCA Naomi Bible Study will meet in the Church Library on Monday, February 23, 2026 at 
10am 
WELCA Abigail Circle Bible Study will meet via Zoom on Monday, February 23, 2026 at 
7:00pm 

Naomi Bible Study call Marilou Nemeth 727-242-1304 with questions 
Abigail Bible Study call Carol Crouse 703-200-9165 with questions. 

 
GENTS will meet in the Church Library on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 11:30am 

 
 



 
                

 

 
Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church 
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex.  

 

 

Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home bound 
congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need people to sign up to 
drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
 
 

 

 

  

 

T otal C hurch L ittle  L ambs T otal C hurch L ittle  L ambs
B udgeted E xpenses $81,169 $27,347 $53,822 $81,169 $27,347 $53,822
Actual E xpenses $75,823 $23,737 $52,086 $75,823 $23,737 $52,086

B udgeted Giving / Income $81,450 $20,512 $60,938 $81,450 $20,512 $60,938
Actual Giving / Income $75,333 $13,901 $61,432 $75,333 $13,901 $61,432
S urplus / (Deficit) ($490) ($9,835) $9,345 ($490) ($9,835) $9,345
A nnual D eficit w ill be funded from  the B alances as of J anuary 31, 2026
G ood S hepherd M oney M arket A ccount General Money Market Account $249,763 

Mo n th ly  F in an cial S u mmary
Monthly:  J anuary 2026 Y T D :   J anuary - J anuary 2026

Annual Giving Statements for tax purposes were e-mailed last week to 
those with an e-mail address on file on. Printed copies are in the narthex 
for those who did not or cannot access the statement. If you have 
questions, please call the church office, 391-4644. 


