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INTRODUCTION

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and
Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a
covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life.
From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God'’s love for all the world.

WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God'’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, +
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen.



O God of Mercy, God of Light
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace  pro vide, to love them all in you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: Just as I Am, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’'n above
all those who live in you.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen,

Please sit

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a

'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. “I will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. °I will bless those
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”

“2So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 121

‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

’My help comes from the LORD,

the maker of heaven and earth.

“The Lorp will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;

“the LORD watches over you;

the LORD is your shade at your right hand;

‘the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

"The LORD will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

“The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?
’For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. °For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” “Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned
as a gift but as something due. °But to one who without works trusts him who justifies
the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.



“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "“For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

"“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.



GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ‘He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” °Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?” °Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
’Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

"“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony. “If | have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? “No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, “that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



God Loved the World
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of
church artists and hymn writers throughout the ages, give your church the means to
praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists,
and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the
flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance,
and peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to
any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to
all who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new
members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this
community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank
you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world
by your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC God So Loved The World
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY TIME
BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless
you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243.

New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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Daylight Savings begins Next Sunday, March 8", remember to set
Your clock ahead 1 hour before going to bed!




Come join us each Wednesday evening for a light meal with soup by you! 6:15 pm Soup Supper -
Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

Wednesday, March 4, 2026, Wednesday, March 11, 2026
Wednesday, March 18, 2026, Wednesday, March 25, 2026
Soup Supper 6:15 pm
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00pm

March 13 — March 29 is Cereal Sunday! We will encourage you to bring cereal to
assist the Interfaith Food Pantry in restocking the shelves after the spring break for
students. Cereal and other donations may be placed on the bookshelf in the narthex.
Thank you for your support!

Annual Giving Statements for tax purposes were e-mailed to those with
___=|Giving an e-mail address on file on. Printed copies are in the narthex for those

Statements | \ho did not or cannot access the statement. If you have questions,
please call the church office, 391-4644.




Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.
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Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home bound
congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need people to sign up to
drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly: January 2026 YTD: January - January 2026
Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs

Budgeted Expenses $81,169 | $27,347 $53,822 $81,169 $27,347 $53,822
Actual Expenses $75,823 | $23,737 $52,086 $75,823 $23,737 $52,086
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,450 | $20,512 $60,938 $81,450 $20,512 $60,938
Actual Giving / Income $75,333 | $13,901 $61,432 $75,333 $13,901 $61,432
Surplus / (Deficit) ($490)| ($9,835) $9,345 ($490) ($9,835) $9,345
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of January 31, 2026

Good Shenherd Monev Market Account General Monev Market Account | $249.763




