Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026

“Whoever drinks the water | give him
will never thirst.”
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INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for
God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism.
The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen
baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As
we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—
offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God'’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen.



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

|
1 D ) y I L P
75 ) . T 1 T e i  —
'“? P - _‘b J | | d r L‘i = !P ! }
1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du-ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here 1is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for
the people to drink. °The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”
‘But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses
and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock
with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LorD, “What shall | do with this people? They
are almost ready to stone me.” “The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people,
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD
among us or not?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 95

'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

‘Let us come before God's presence with thanksgiving

and raise a loud shout to the LorD with psalms.

For you, LORD, are a great God,

and a great ruler above all gods.

“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;

the heights of the hills are also yours.

°The sea is yours, for you made it,

and your hands have molded the dry land.

°Come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the LORD our maker.

’For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of
God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

““Harden not your hearts,

as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.

“There your ancestors tested me,

they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.

"“Forty years I loathed that generation, saying,

‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’

"Indeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.

rn



SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
’through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast
in our hope of sharing the glory of God. °And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 'Indeed,
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. °But God proves his love for us in that while we
still were sinners Christ died for us. "Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. °For if
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "But more than that,
we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.



GOSPEL: John 4:5-26
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

°Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.?Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was
sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
¥(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share
things in common with Samaritans.) °Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” "The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket,
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? “Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?”
“Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, “but those
who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” “The woman
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

"*Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” "The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; “for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” “The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are
a prophet. *°Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” “Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. ?You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. *But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. *God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” *°Jesus said to her, “l am he,
the one who is speaking to you.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY

Please stand
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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11 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea -1y one, lay down your head up -on my breast”
the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst - y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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1 came to Je - sus as I was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;

I came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
1 looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life T'll walk till trav-’ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune



APOSTLE'’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops,
and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character and the hope
that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with
drought, and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral
conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.



When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need
nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in need.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the joyful
noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical ensembles.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the hope
of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC He Leadeth Me



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will come after to receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence and the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY TIME

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless
you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN



Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a- tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872




DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty”

“I Heard The Voice of Jesus Say”
“Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me”

Come join us each Wednesday evening for a light meal with soup by you! 6:15 pm Soup Supper -
Please see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

Wednesday, March 11, 2026
Wednesday, March 18, 2026,
Wednesday, March 25, 2026
Soup Supper 6:15 pm
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00pm

Snap! Crackle! Pop!
March 13 — March 29 is Cereal Sunday! We will encourage you to bring cereal to
assist the Interfaith Food Pantry in restocking the shelves after the spring break for
students. Cereal and other donations may be placed on the bookshelf in the narthex.
Thank you for your support!



Prayer Shawl Ministry

At the present time we have one member of our congregation knitting prayer shawls. If
you would like to knit prayer shawls in your home, we have yarn and needles here at
church which we would be happy to give you. Please see Helene Dueben or Kate
Herrington to get supplies. Several shawls have been delivered recently to people who
are ill or have had surgery, and also some to Pinellas Hope, a large homeless

shelter. The recipients were so appreciative. The more we have, the more of God's love
we can share! Thank you.

Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.

T o il ol

Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home bound
congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need people to sign up to
drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly: February 2026 YTD: January - February 2026

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $79,294 | $25,472 $53,822 $160,463 $52,819 $107,644
Actual Expenses $123,674 | $73,562 $50,113 $199,497 $97,298 $102,199
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,714 | $20,776 $60,938 $163,164 $41,288 $121,876
Actual Giving / Income $76,619 [ $12,989 $63,631 $151,952 $26,890 $125,062
Surplus/ (Deficit) ($47,055) | ($60,573) $13,518 ($47,545) | ($70,408) $22,863
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of February 28, 2026
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $206,779

February expenses reflect the cost of the air conditioning repairs leading to the large deficit
The transfer from our Repair & Growth fund to offset this cost will take place in March
Adjusting for this transfer would lead to an approximate surplus of $400 YTD



