Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2026

“Did I not tell you
that if you believed,
you would see
the glory of God?”

N

John 11:40, NRSV

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
10891 102 Avenue, Seminole, FL 33778
727.391.4644

www.mygoodshepherd.net




INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God'’s promise of resurrection.
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing
promise in our baptism.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God'’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen.



Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra- ciousMas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen,

Please sit

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. “Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am
the LorD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °l looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” "°I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.



"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ “Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land
of Israel. “And you shall know that | am the LorD, when | open your graves, and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. "I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LoRrD.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130

'Out of the depths

| cry to you, O LORD;

’0 Lorb, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

’If you were to keep watch over sins,

O LorD, who could stand?

‘“Yet with you is forgiveness,

in order that you may be feared.

° wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;

in your word is my hope.

°My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

’0 Israel, wait for the Lorbp, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

°For the LoRD shall redeem Israel

from all their sins.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, “and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. “But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
0 |
|7 f — — T T ]
| I | | I | | | I | |
o 1 |
) 4 = ~— & o o
S~
Let your stead-fast love come to us, (6] Lord.
s S |
i
[A\av | b [ I [ . i—d I & I I H
J e ' ) N4 ©
Save us as you prom-ised; we will trust your word.

Gospel: John 11:1-45
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. “Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. °So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” *Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ‘after
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was.



"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” “The disciples said
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But those
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” "After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” “The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” *Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. “For your sake | am
glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ®“Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. “Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, “and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. **When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
“Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
*2But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” *Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.” *’Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “She said to him, “Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
“When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” “?And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. *°Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. *The Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. **When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
**He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus
began to weep. **So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” ¥But some of them said,
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”



**Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. *’Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”
““Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” “'So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. “’l knew that you always hear me, but | have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
““When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ““The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



What Wondrous Love Is This
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!l What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I’ll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 18 the great 1 AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will
'l sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, 1 will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




APOSTLE'’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe
into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those
who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free
all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to
safety. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so
many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized.
Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in
your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC Mary Don’t You Weep

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS



BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless
you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the ftruth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“Oh, For A Thousand Tongues To Sing”

What Wondrous Love Is This”
“You Are The Way”

Come join us each Wednesday evening for a light meal with soup by you! 6:15 pm Soup Supper - Please
see the Signup Sheet in the Church Lobby/Narthex if you can offer a soup.

Wednesday, March 25, 2026
Soup Supper 6:15 pm
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00pm

March 13 — March 29 is Cereal Sunday! We encourage you to bring cereal to assist the Interfaith Food
Pantry in restocking the shelves after the spring break for students. Cereal and other donations may be
placed on the bookshelf in the narthex. Thank you for your support!

Flower Ministry

We need more volunteers to help in our flower ministry. Each week a member of our Good Shepherd
family takes a small bouquet of flowers to a homebound member of our Good Shepherd congregation. At
the present time, the flowers are usually delivered on the way home from church; however, you may
deliver them anytime on Sunday or Monday at your convenience. Please give your prayerful
consideration to becoming part of this ministry. See Helene Dueben or Kate Herrington if you are
interested in helping. It is a blessing to take the flowers to a homebound member and they are so
appreciative.



Prayer Shaw! Ministry

At the present time we have one member of our congregation knitting prayer shawls. If you
would like to knit prayer shawls in your home, we have yarn and needles here at church which
we would be happy to give you. Please see Helene Dueben or Kate Herrington to get

supplies. Several shawls have been delivered recently to people who are ill or have had surgery,
and also some to Pinellas Hope, a large homeless shelter. The recipients were so

appreciative. The more we have, the more of God's love we can share! Thank you.

Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly: February 2026 YTD: January - February 2026

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $79,294 | $25,472 $53,822 $160,463 $52,819 $107,644
Actual Expenses $123,674 | $73,562 $50,113 $199,497 $97,298 $102,199
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,714 | $20,776 $60,938 $163,164 $41,288 $121,876
Actual Giving / Income $76,619 | $12,989 $63,631 $151,952 $26,890 $125,062
Surplus/ (Deficit) ($47,055) | ($60,573) $13,518 ($47,545) | ($70,408) $22,863
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of February 28, 2026
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $206,779

February expenses reflect the cost of the air conditioning repairs leading to the large deficit
The transfer from our Repair & Growth fund to offset this cost will take place in March
Adjusting for this transfer would lead to an approximate surplus of $400 YTD



