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INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday
gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the
first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice
in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Text: Latin hymn, Sth cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope
of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

“=peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, **“You
that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among
you, as you yourselves know—>’this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside
the law. *“But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. “For David says concerning him,

‘| saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be
shaken; **therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will
live in hope. “For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
experience corruption. “*You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.’

““Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *°Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. “'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience
corruption.’ **This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;

| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
‘All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
‘But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

“I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,

never take their names upon my lips.

>0 Lorp, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, | have a rich inheritance.

I will bless the Lorp who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

’l have set the Lorp always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
°My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;

my body also shall rest in hope.

'“For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.

"You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept
in heaven for you, *who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 'so that the genuineness of your
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. “Although
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, *for you are
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” °’After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ?When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

2But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. °So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” “Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



The Risen Christ
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Text: Nigel Weaver, b. 1952

Music: WOODLANDS, Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text © 1993 Nigel Weaver.

Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist.
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the
wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic
particles. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way.
Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared
for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen
our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined
the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your
glorious presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM We Walk By Faith

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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1 Hal-le - lu - jah!  Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je-sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je-sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je -sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An- gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he 1is, you shall be too;
Praise him in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
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bright fore-run - ner to the skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.

lives for-ev - er to be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.

Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o

- bey.

Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!
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“That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright”
“The Risen Christ”
“Hallelujah, Jesus Lives”

Coffee and conversation will happen after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in

the narthex.
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Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home
bound congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need

people to sign up to drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2026 | YTD: January - March 2026

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $82,570 $28,748 $53,822 $243,033 $81,567 $161,466
Actual Expenses $97,638 $44,840 $52,798 $297,135 | $142,138 $154,997
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,990 $21,052 $60,938 $245,154 $62,340 $182,814
Actual Giving / Income $137,062 $60,127 $76,935 $289,014 $87,017 $201,997
Surplus / (Deficit) $39,424 $15,287 $24,137 ($8,121) | ($55,121) $47,000
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of March 31, 2026
Good Shenherd Monev Market Account General Monev Market Account | $246.921
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