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INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints
our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of
the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



O Christ, Our Hope
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For to

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen,

Please sit



FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

““The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

““Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by
the apostles. ““All who believed were together and had all things in common; “they
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
need. ““Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, “praising God and having
the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23 (Read in Unison)

The LorD is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.

‘The LorRD makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

‘Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
*You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°*Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

“It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.
“°If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you
endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. “'For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you should follow in his steps.

“2“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
“When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten;
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. **He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. *’For you were going astray like sheep, but now you
have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

14

Jesus said: “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. “The one who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of the sheep. ‘The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. °They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” °Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. “All
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. °I
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;

4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow'’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still
waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct
our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence
or vengeance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our
cups to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your
love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM The Lord Of Love Who Shepherds Me

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing
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Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Lohner, 1645-1705, adapt.
Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. ALLELUIA!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Oh Christ, Our Hope”

“Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
“Praise The Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”

Bi-Annual Congregational meeting next Sunday, May 3, 2026. The meeting will be in
the sanctuary following the service.

Beginning today through May 10" we will be
collecting Peanut Butter
in addition to other donations for the Interfaith
Food Pantry. This will help the food pantry stock up
before the summer break and all of our snowbirds
heading home.




Coffee and conversation takes place after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in

the narthex.
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Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home
bound congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need

people to sign up to drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2026 | YTD: January - March 2026
Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs

Budgeted Expenses $82,570 $28,748 $53,822 $243,033 $81,567 $161,466
Actual Expenses $97,638 $44,840 $52,798 $297,135 | $142,138 $154,997
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,990 $21,052 $60,938 $245,154 $62,340 $182,814
Actual Giving / Income $137,062 $60,127 $76,935 $289,014 $87,017 $201,997
Surplus / (Deficit) $39,424 $15,287 $24,137 ($8,121) [ ($55,121) $47,000
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of March 31, 2026

Good Shepherd Monev Market Account General Monev Market Account | $246.921

Last Week’s Attendance: 40

Good Shepherd Staff

Administrative Assistant Sherry Fieux
Director of Music Rick Steuart
Bookkeeper Sara Thoroughman
Preschool Director Sara Thoroughman

Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Pastor Rev. Keith Walbolt




Opportunities for April 26 - May 3, 2026

Sunday, April 26, 2026
9:45am Worship Service
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
FaithWorks Fun Day
Annual Reports Available in the Narthex
Peanut Butter Collection Begins (Interfaith Food Pantry)

Monday, April 27, 2026
7:00pm WELCA Bible Study Via Zoom (Carol Crouse)
Tuesday, April 28, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting
Quilting — Quilting Room
11:30am Gent's - Library

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Thursday, April 30, 2026

Friday, May 1, 2026

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Sunday, May 3, 2026

9:45am Worship Service

11:00am Bi-annual Congregational Meeting
Coffee & Conversation
Faith Formation
Peanut Butter for the Food Pantry




