Fifth Sunday of Easter
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INTRODUCTION

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we
are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light.
In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Ne:

ale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give
us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share
his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

*Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” ’But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. **Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. **While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ““Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15, 16

‘In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in your righteousness.

“Incline your ear to me;

make haste to deliver me.

‘Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

‘Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.

“Into your hands | commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.

"“My times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
“Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—’if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and “like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
°For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
fand “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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I Q " T " o= P~ ]
ey
&y i e E— ——— I — — 1
" & 47 v T — \
Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
0 | —
w2 \ M
wan —

it

T

Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

0 | ,

v T i -  — T i |
[ \a —  a— i I i & e j i 7 i i |
”; I I ! I

I I T

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. ’In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
you may be also. “And you know the way to the place where | am going.” "Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” °Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. ’If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” °Jesus said
to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Do
you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
"Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves. “Very truly, | tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because | am going to the Father. “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. "If in my name you ask me for anything, |
will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Please stand



O Jesus, I Have Promised
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all
whom they encounter. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments
of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of
compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for
any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose
to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to
attend worship today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed
to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM There is Room in My Father’s House

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
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life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. ALLELUIA!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation”

“O Jesus, | Have Promised”
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

Bi-Annual Congregational meeting today. The meeting will be in the sanctuary
following the service.

Now through May 10* we will be collecting
Peanut Butter
in addition to other donations for the Interfaith
Food Pantry. This will help the food pantry stock up
before the summer break and before all of our
snowbirds head home.




Coffee and conversation takes place after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in

the narthex.
. y? A
Yoo YV o Y o VS ) ,,V., ,k

Are you aware we have a floral ministry? Please help deliver flowers to our home
bound congregation members. The flowers and vases are provided. We just need

people to sign up to drop off flowers Sunday after church. A sign-up sheet is in the
narthex.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2026 | YTD: January - March 2026
Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs

Budgeted Expenses $82,570 $28,748 $53,822 $243,033 $81,567 $161,466
Actual Expenses $97,638 $44,840 $52,798 $297,135 | $142,138 $154,997
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,990 $21,052 $60,938 $245,154 $62,340 $182,814
Actual Giving / Income $137,062 $60,127 $76,935 $289,014 $87,017 $201,997
Surplus/ (Deficit) $39,424 $15,287 $24,137 ($8,121) | ($55,121) $47,000
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of March 31, 2026

Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $246,921

Last Week’s Attendance: 54

Good Shepherd Staff

Administrative Assistant Sherry Fieux
Director of Music Rick Steuart
Bookkeeper Sara Thoroughman
Preschool Director Sara Thoroughman

Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Pastor Rev. Keith Walbolt




Opportunities for May 3 - May 10, 2026

Sunday, May 3, 2026

9:45am Worship Service

11:00am Bi-annual Congregational Meeting
Coffee & Conversation
FaithWorks Faith Formation
Peanut Butter for the Food Pantry

Monday, May 4, 2026

Work begins on the preschool playground
Teacher Appreciation Week

Tuesday, May 5, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting
Quilting - Quilting Room
Wednesday, May 6, 2026
Thursday, May 7, 2026

Friday, May 8, 2026
6:00pm Orchid Society set up for Saturday

Saturday, May 9, 2026
9am-Noon  Orchid Society in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, May 10, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation
FaithWorks Faith Formation
Peanut Butter for the Food Pantry




