Sixth Sunday of Easter
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that
the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and
pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the
body of the risen Christ in the world.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with
your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

purge me with your

firm - ly bound, for - ev - er

kin - dle ev - ’ry high de - sire;
by  your will strong-ly live, brave-ly
speak to calm this toss - ing sea, stayed in
be my guide,and [ shall be

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892
Music: SONG 13, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

bear, and
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I Ho-ly Spir-it, truth di- vine, dawn up - on this soul of  mine;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, love di-vine, glow with-in this heart of  mine;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’rdi-vine, for - ti - fy this will of  mine;
4 Ho-ly Spir-it, peace di- vine, still this rest-less heart of  mine;
5 Ho-ly Spir-it, right di- vine, king with-in my con - science reign;
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breath of God and in - ward light, wake my spir - it, clear my sight.

ho - ly fire.
no - bly strive.
your tran - quil - i - ty.

free.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to
Glo-ry be Christ for - ev - er,

Ho-1ly One now ac-claim you; Lord

to

we a - lone, to

all
Lamb of God and Lord of love.

the earth.

you we call;
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Might-y God of all
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Ho - ly One

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of

in faith we name you, God most high, yet ne

sur - pass - ing worth:

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;

ar to all:
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on the cross you died to God’

Je - sus Christ,with God the

save us; now you reign at

Spir - it, in the
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dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

s right hand.

Fa - ther’s splen -dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
For

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all
the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please sit



FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

*?Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
religious you are in every way. “For as | went through the city and looked carefully at
the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. *The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, *nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and
all things. **From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they
would live, “so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. **For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
*Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. *°While God
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, “'because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 66:8-20

Bless our God, you peoples;

let the sound of praise be heard.

°Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
“For you, O God, have tested us;

you have tried us just as silver is tried.

""You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
“You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

I will enter your house with burnt offerings

and will pay you my vows—



“those that | promised with my lips

and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.

“Come and listen, all you who believe,

and | will tell you what God has done for me.

"I called out to God with my mouth,

and praised the Lord with my tongue.

“If | had cherished evil in my heart,

the Lord would not have heard me;

“but in truth God has heard me

and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
“°Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

“Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? “But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, “but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;
yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to
shame. "For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than
to suffer for doing evil. “For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but
made alive in the spirit, “in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, *who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. “’And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

0 | .

D T f T  N— T i ]
A7 i a— i I i o d j i T . i |
> I I I

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

The holy gospel according John. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the disciples: *“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. "*And |
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
"This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

“1 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. “In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. *°On that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. “They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Come Down, O Love Divine
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out- pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart, which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the  while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard E. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with
you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s
righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals,
provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the
environment. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges
and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among
leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely,
bereaved, anxious, or ill. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her
chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one
another. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the
faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and
salvation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM If You Love Me

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,

J - e .
heav’n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.

FH— N B EE— — PR— — | ]
@Jj iw‘jj.djji } } —

Bless - ed is  he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit



LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  bless you now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
SENDING HYMN



Go, My Children, with My Blessing

n H }
J I N [ | A f ! \
e e s s e P s s s B
J é - - J L’II . -
1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and  free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. ALLELUIA!
Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ. Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”

“Come Down, O Love Divine”
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Today is the last day we will be collecting
Peanut Butter

« Yfor coffee
& fellowship
3

Coffee and fellowship take place after worship. Join us to get to know other church
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in
the narthex.



Lots of fun was had as we celebrated Easter
at Messy Church on April 19th. We were so
excited because “It Is Still Easter!”
Thank you to Marilou for sponsoring April’s
Messy Church with a Thrivent Action Team.

Mom’s Night Out
Sponsored by Messy Church

Join us on Friday, May 15, 2026 from 7:15-8:30pm and Paint a Wine Glass at Mom’s Night
Out (Child care provided) Henry Renn Room.

*

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: March 2026

YTD: January - March 2026

Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $82,570 $28,748 $53,822 $243,033 $81,567 $161,466
Actual Expenses $97,638 $44,840 $52,798 $297,135 | $142,138 $154,997
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,990 $21,052 $60,938 $245,154 $62,340 $182,814
Actual Giving / Income $137,062 $60,127 $76,935 $289,014 $87,017 $201,997
Surplus / (Deficit) $39,424 $15,287 $24,137 ($8,121) | ($55,121) $47,000
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of March 31, 2026
Good Shepherd Money Market Account General Money Market Account | $246,921

*Finance Figures will be updated next week.

Last Week's Attendance: 54

Good Shepherd Staff

Administrative Assistant
Director of Music
Bookkeeper

Preschool Director
Deacon

Pastor

Sherry Fieux
Rick Steuart
Sara Thoroughman
Sara Thoroughman
Gini ZeRuth
Rev. Keith Walbolt



Opportunities for May 10 - May 15, 2026

Sunday, May 10, 2026

9:45am Worship Service

11:00am Coffee & Fellowship
FaithWorks Faith Formation
Peanut Butter for the Food Pantry

Monday, May 11, 2026
Work begins on the preschool playground

Tuesday, May 12, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting
Quilting - Quilting Room

Wednesday, May 13, 2026
9:05am Preschool Chapel

Thursday, May 14, 2026

Friday, May 15, 2026
7:15-8:30pm  Paint a Wine Glass at Mom'’s Night Out (Child care provided)
Henry Renn Room (Sponsored by Messy Church)

Saturday, May 16, 2026

Sunday, May 17, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship

11:00am Messy Church




