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 INTRODUCTION 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured 
that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples 
were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence 
among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the 
Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim 
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the 
end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please sit  



 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 1:1-11 

Luke writes: 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM:   Psalm: 47 
1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
shout to God with a joyful sound. 
2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
a great king over all the earth, 
3who subdues the peoples under us, 
and the nations under our feet; 
4who chooses our inheritance for us, 
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
5God has gone up with a shout, 
the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
7For God is king of all the earth; 
sing praises with a song. 
8God reigns over the nations; 
God is enthroned on high. 
9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted. 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 
for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 
17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 
his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 



 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:44-53 
 
The holy gospel according Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
44Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what 
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your Son Jesus ascended to fill all time and space and is present with all 
people. By your Holy Spirit, lead your church and its leaders in faith, hope, and love, 
and in sharing the presence of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Majestic God, your Son Jesus entrusts his ministry to his followers to care for all you 
have created. Instill in us a commitment to sustainable ecological practices. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus sits at your right hand and rules the cosmos. Inspire 
national and local politicians to lead with equity and fairness, raise up advocates and 
activists for those seeking justice, and cultivate peace throughout the world. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 

Merciful God, your Son Jesus carries with him the scars of suffering as our wounded 
healer. Guide with your wisdom the work of surgeons, pharmacists, midwives, and all 
medical specialists, and bring your healing touch to all who are sick. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Caring God, your Son Jesus reveals the depths of your love and gathers all people to 
himself. Accompany us in our work and play to make your presence known in all that 
we do. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Life-giving God, by his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus destroyed death forever. 
With thanksgiving we remember those who rest from the labors, assured of your 
promise of everlasting life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM              Look Away To The Skies   
                                                                 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 
intercedes for us as our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 



  

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and 
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 



 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  Thanks be to God!   
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 “All Hail The Power of Jesus Name”                                                                                                                          
“Alleluia, Sing To Jesus” 
“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A New Way Of Doing Church for all Abilities 
One Uniting Holy Spirit 

Following this morning’s worship service 
11am - 12pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 
 

 
Coffee and fellowship take place after worship. Join us to get to know other church 
members. Feel free to sign up to bring treats. There is an updated sign-up sheet is in 
the narthex.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Week’s Attendance:  51 
 

Good Shepherd Staff 

 Administrative Assistant Sherry Fieux 
 Director of Music Rick Steuart 
 Bookkeeper Sara Thoroughman 
 Preschool Director Sara Thoroughman 
 Deacon Gini ZeRuth 
 Pastor Rev. Keith Walbolt 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Opportunities for May 17 – May 22, 2026 
 
Sunday, May 17, 2026 
9:45am  Worship Service 
11:00am  Coffee & Fellowship 
  Messy Church 
            
Monday, May 18 2026 
   
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 
10:00am Staff Meeting 
  Quilting – Quilting Room 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
9:15am  Preschool VPK Graduation 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 
 
Friday, May 22, 2026 
 
Saturday, May 23, 2026 
   
Sunday, May 24, 2026 
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 
 
 

Monday, May 25, 2026 

 

 


