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INTRODUCTION

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain
of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that
his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for
each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and
death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross
and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



“Take Up Your Cross,” the Savior Said

2

1 “Take up your cross,” the Sav -ior said,

Take up your cross; let not

“if you would my dis - ci- ple be;

its weight per-vade your soul with vain a - larm;

3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, nor let your fool-ish heart re - bel;

4 Take up your cross and fol - low Christ, nor think till
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for - sake  the past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it

and hum-bly fol-low af - ter me.”

up, sus-tain your heart,and nerve your arm.
for you the Lord en-dured the cross to save your soul from death and hell.
for on - ly those who bear the cross may hope to wear a gold-en crown.

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.
Music: NUN LASST UNS DEN LEIB BEGRABEN, G. Rhau, Newe deudsche geistliche Gesenge, 1544

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13
’0 LoRrb, you have enticed me, and | was enticed; you have overpowered me,

and you have prevailed. | have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks
me. *For whenever | speak, | must cry out, | must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For
the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. °If | say,
“I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is
something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and |
cannot. °For | hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us
denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can
be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” "But the
Lorp is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their
eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. O LoRD of hosts, you test the righteous, you
see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you | have
committed my cause.

Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18

‘Surely, for your sake | have suffered reproach,

and shame has covered my face.

‘I have become a stranger to my own kindred,

an alien to my mother’s children.

°Zeal for your house has eaten me up;

the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
'l humbled myself with fasting,

but that was turned to my reproach.



"®*Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind;

in your great compassion, turn to me.

"Hide not your face from your servant;

be swift and answer me, for | am in distress.
®Draw near to me and redeem me;

because of my enemies deliver me.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11
»Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can
we who died to sin go on living in it? °Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
'For whoever has died is freed from sin. °But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. °We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. “The death he died, he died
to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. ""So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the twelve: “*“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will
they malign those of his household!

*“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. “What | say to you in the dark, tell in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. **Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul
and body in hell. “’Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. *°And even the hairs of your head are all
counted. “'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

*“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; **but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny
before my Father in heaven.

**“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to
bring peace, but a sword. *For | have come to set a man against his father, and a
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; **and
one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. *’Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me
is not worthy of me; **and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com - mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in my  place, [ must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con - science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake.
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds,
endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with
marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring
an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability.
Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for
fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all
for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises.
May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers
to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,

all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, I bhave prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 18161874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said”

“0 God, My Faithful God”
“O Jesus, | Have Promised”



Monthly Operating Financial Summary

Monthly: May 2026 YTD: January -May 2026

Total Church |Little Lambs Total Church |Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $79,294 | $25,472 $53,822 | | $401,996 [$132,886 | $269,110
Actual Expenses $110,624 | $42,045 $68,579 $441,214 ($162,472 $278,742
Budgeted Giving/Income | $81,294 | $20,356 $60,938 | [ $408,126 [$103,436 $304,690
Actual Giving/Income $76,401 | $13,168 $63,233 | | $406,717 | $75,506 | $331,211
Surplus / (Deficit) ($34,223)[ ($28,877) ($5,346)| | ($34,497)| ($86,966) $52,469
Annual Deficitwill be funded from the Balances as of May 31, 2026
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves | I | $248,288

Ihe following Items are excluded from the Summary above

1. Capital Expenditures of $124,030 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)
2. Giving/Income of $109,103 transferred in from our investment account

Last weeR's attendance: 63

Those Assisting in Today’s Service

Pastor

Music Director

Deacon

Lector

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Keith Walbolt

Rick Steuart
Gini ZeRuth
Jeff Ottmann

Kate Herrington
Marcia Swager

Tom Crouse

Diane Supplee




Opportunities for June 21 - June 28, 2026

Sunday, June 21, 2026
9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship

Monday, June 22, 2026

7:00pm WELCA - Bible Study via Zoom
Tuesday, June 23, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting

Quilting - Quilting Room
11:30am Gents - Library

Wednesday, June 24, 2026

Thursday, June 25, 2026
8:30am Gardeners

Friday, June 26, 2026
Saturday, June 27, 2026

Sunday, June 28, 2026
9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship




