Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2026

| “THE RIGHTEOUS WILL
shine like't
IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER."

Matthew 13:43
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INTRODUCTION

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and
from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0O mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow'’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find  you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your  mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem -er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

‘Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: | am the
first and | am the last; besides me there is no god. 'Who is like me? Let them proclaim
it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the
things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. *Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not
told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides
me? There is no other rock; | know not one.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17

"Teach me your way, O LorD, and | will walk in your truth;

give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,

and glorify your name forevermore.

“For great is your love toward me;

you have delivered me from the pit of death.

"“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.

“But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

“Turn to me and have mercy on me;

give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.

"Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

“So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—"for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are children of God. "“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, “and if children,
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. “For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; “*for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope “'that the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. “We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor
pains until now; “and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
**For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? “But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;*’but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. *°So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. “And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’' **He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ “But
he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with
them. *°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.””

**Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’He answered, “The
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; **the field is the world, and the good
seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *’and
the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. “’Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it
be at the end of the age. “'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “’and they will throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ““Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit- ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat.
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the
complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by
war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to
their character, or illness or injury. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing
for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in
your presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Come Ye Thankful People Come

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,

all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



For the Fruit of All Creation
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,treap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Oh, Worship The King”
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”
“For The Fruit Of All Creation”

A Truly Messy Mini Messy Church
This morning Messy Church will be outside from 11:00am - 12:00pm. Miss Ashley from Little
Lambs Christian Preschool, will be helping us make slime in the garden. We will then use our
creativity to fill our Messy Church Baptismal Font with water. The food will be kept light; we
are serving fruit, cheese and crackers - snack style.

\WoménELCA =2 School Supplies

WELCA is collecting school supplies for Mildred Helms Elementary 1B World School. Supplies
will be collected now through Wednesday, August 5, 2026, so that supplies reach the school prior
to the first day of school which is Tuesday, August 11th.

Uniform Dress Code (Items may be found at local retail stores.)
Shirts: Solid-colored, collared polo-style shirt in light blue, navy blue and red only. Shirts
should be free from design or logos greater than a quarter in size.
Bottoms: khaki or navy colored uniform bottoms. This includes shorts, plans, capris, skorts,
skirts, jumpers (short or leggings of the same solid color/length may be worn underneath
skirts/jumpers). Shorts should follow Pinellas County dress code of mid-thigh length or long.
Underwear - boys and girls, all sizes

Ziplock bags - gallon & variety of sizes

Binders - 1-inch white binder with clear pocket front

Headphones - USB plugin headphones - NO USB C

Black Expo Markers (4 pack) Glue Sticks Colored Pencils  Sticky Notes 24-Count
Boxed Crayons  2- Pocket Prong plastic folders Composition Notebooks

Tissues Hand Sanitizer & Soap Disinfecting Wipes Baby Wipes

There is a more detailed list by grade on the bulletin board and on the table in the narthex.



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: June 2026 YTD: January - June 2026
Total Church |[Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $83,350 | $29,528 $53,822 $485,346 | $162,414 $322,932
Actual Expenses $82,636 | $25,522 $57,113 $494,821 | $158,965 $335,856
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,294 | $20,356 $60,938 $489,420 | $123,792 $365,628
Actual Giving / Income $90,991 | $16,265 $74,726 $497,708 $91,771 $405,937
Surplus / (Deficit) $8,355 ($9,257) $17,612 $2,887 ($67,195) $70,082
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of June 30, 2026
Good Shepherd Money Market Account Bank Reserves | $248,960
The following Items are excluded from the Summary above
1. Capital Expenditures of $148,109 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)
2. Giving/Income of $140,032 transferred in from our investment account
In-person attendance last week: 45
Assisting in Today’s Service
Pastor Keith Walbolt
Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Lector Jeff Ottmann
Communion Assistants Sue Ondich

John Ondich, IV

Diane Supplee

Ushers Tom Crouse, John Ondich IV
Greeters Leslie Walbolt

Good Shepherd Council Members

Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington John Mennel
David Mickley Erica Ottmann
Patti Nickol Gus Dueben
Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt

Dave Supplee, Church Treasurer




Opportunities for July 19, 2026 - July 26, 2026

Sunday, July 19, 2026
Pray for safe travels for those leaving to attend camp at Luther Springs this week

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship
11:00am Messy Church

Monday, July 20, 2026

Tuesday, July 21, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting
Quilting - Quilting Room

Wednesday, July 22, 2026
No Chapel this week

Thursday, July 23, 2026
8:30am Gardeners

Friday, July 24, 2026
Saturday, July 25, 2026

Sunday, July 26, 2026
9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship




