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INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree
that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God'’s reign, the
great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gather Us In
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| Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the ecarth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us  to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Assisting minister
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

°At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what
| should give you.” “And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ‘And
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in. “And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for
who can govern this your great people?”

"It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, "I
now do according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one
like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 (Read Responsively)

“Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with all my heart.
“‘When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

“I open my mouth and pant

because | long for your commandments.



"“’Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
**Order my footsteps in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion over me.
““Rescue me from those who oppress me,

and 1 will keep your commandments.

*Let your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.

“*My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

*The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. “And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. “’For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. *°’And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

“'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? *’He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? **Who will bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God
who justifies. *“Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. **Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? **As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”’No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. **For | am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, “’nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; *it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

“He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“**Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; ““on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; ““when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the
good into baskets but threw out the bad. “So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *’and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

*"“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” *’And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Please stand



Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:

1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow'r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those
preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to
lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among
us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from
ranches to wild places. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be
separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition
of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts,
annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM God Of Grace and God Of Glory

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,

all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per s end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s  chil - dren, the  whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us

Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“Gather Us In”

“Be Thou My Vision”
“Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”

WomérELCA=2

Monday, July 27, 2026 at 7:00 pm Abigail Circle will meet via Zoom for the Bible Study.
Naomi Circle will join Abigail Circle for the Zoom meeting. Call Carol Crouse (703-200-1965) for Zoom
meeting information.

GENTS MEA'SGROUP

Gents will meet on Tuesday, July 28 at 11:00 am. We will meet in the library and then move to the
sanctuary to watch the movie Pressure.

WoménELCA=B school upplies

WELCA is collecting school supplies for Mildred Helms Elementary 1B World School. Supplies will be
collected now through Wednesday, August 5, 2026, so that supplies reach the school prior to the first day
of school which is Tuesday, August 11th.

Uniform Dress Code (Items may be found at local retail stores.)
Shirts: Solid-colored, collared polo-style shirt in light blue, navy blue and red only. Shirts should be free
from design or logos greater than a quarter in size.
Bottoms: khaki or navy colored uniform bottoms. This includes shorts, plans, capris, skorts, skirts,
jumpers (short or leggings of the same solid color/length may be worn underneath
skirts/jumpers). Shorts should follow Pinellas County dress code of mid-thigh length or long.
Underwear - boys and girls, all sizes

Ziplock bags - gallon & variety of sizes

Binders - 1-inch white binder with clear pocket front

Headphones - USB plugin headphones - NO USB C

Black Expo Markers (4 pack) Glue Sticks Colored Pencils  Sticky Notes 24-Count Boxed
Crayons  2- Pocket Prong plastic folders Composition Notebooks

Tissues Hand Sanitizer & Soap Disinfecting Wipes Baby Wipes

There is a more detailed list by grade on the bulletin board and on the table in the narthex.



We had a wonderful time of fellowship and fun at our Truly Messy Mini
Messy Church even though our outside slime time went inside due to
rain. The slime was a hit, we painted a cross to hang in the Fellowship
Hall and the kids succeeded in filling the font. We are looking forward to
our next Messy Church; A Back to School Bash on August 16 at 11:00. We
will have games for all ages 2 years old - 100 years old. You are welcome
to bring your favorite game.

Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: June 2026 YTD: January - June 2026

Total Church |[Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $83,350 | $29,528 $53,822 $485,346 | $162,414 $322,932
Actual Expenses $82,636 | $25,522 $57,113 $494,821 | $158,965 $335,856
Budgeted Giving/ Income $81,294 | $20,356 $60,938 $489,420 | $123,792 $365,628
Actual Giving / Income $90,991 | $16,265 $74,726 $497,708 $91,771 $405,937
Surplus / (Deficit) $8,355 ($9,257) $17,612 $2,887 ($67,195) $70,082
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of June 30, 2026
Good Shepherd Money Market Account Bank Reserves | | $248,960

The following Items are excluded from the Summary above

1. Capital Expenditures of $148,109 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)
2. Giving/Income of $140,032 transferred in from our investment account

In-person attendance last week: 43

Assisting in Today'’s Service

Pastor
Deacon
Lector

Communion Assistants

Ushers
Greeters

Keith Walbolt

Gini ZeRuth

Marcia Swager

Carol Crouse

Marcia Swager

Tom Crouse, Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington




Good Shepherd Council Members

Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington John Mennel
David Mickley Erica Ottmann
Patti Nickol Gus Dueben
Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt

Church Treasurer
Dave Supplee

Opportunities for July 26, 2026 - August 2, 2026

Sunday, July 26, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship
Monday, July 27, 2026

6:30pm Orchid Board Library
Tuesday, July 28, 2026

10:00am Staff Meeting

Quilting - Quilting Room
11:00am Gents (We will watch a movie in the sanctuary)
7:00pm Abigail Circle Bible Study via Zoom
Wednesday, July 29, 2026
9:05am Preschool Chapel
Thursday, July 30, 2026
8:30am Gardeners
Friday, July 31, 2026
6:00pm Setup by Orchid Society for auction
Saturday, August 1, 2026
9:00am Orchid Auction - Fellowship Hall
Sunday, August 2, 2026
9:45am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship



