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 INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s 
bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 
church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our 
bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. 
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock 
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we 
may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 51:1-6 
     1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the 
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to 
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort 
all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
     4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance 
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at 
the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like 
a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, 
and my deliverance will never be ended. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 138 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified 
 your name and your word  above all things. 
3When I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 

 

 



5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,  
that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  
your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me;  
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;  
do not abandon the works of your hands.  
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 12:1-8 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the 
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20 
 
The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please stand 

HOMILY 

Please stand 



 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 
word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—
all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards 
of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing 
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and 
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they 
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and 
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be 
united as the body of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the 
hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal 
banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 



 
 
 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   Built On A Rock  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
 



  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and 
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 



 



 
 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!   
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Naomi Circle will have their Bible Study on Monday, August 24, 2026 at 10am in the 
church library. 
Abigail Circle will have their monthly Bible Study via Zoom at 7:00pm on Monday, 
August 24, 2026.  Please contact Carol Crouse (703-200-1965) for additional 
information. 

    GENTS  

GENTS will meet on Tuesday, August 25, 2026 in the Church Library at 11:30am. Come 
join us for a light lunch and conversation! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
In-person attendance last week:  59 

Assisting in Today’s Service 
  Pastor Keith Walbolt 
 Deacon Gini ZeRuth 
 Lector Bret Meyer  
 Communion Assistants Nancy Meyer 
  Diane Supplee 
 Ushers Nancy Meyer 
  Diane Supplee  
 Greeters Eric Pera 
  Laura Blauvelt 

Good Shepherd Council Members 

  Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee 
  Kate Herrington John Mennel     
  David Mickley Erica Ottmann 
  Patti Nickol  Gus Dueben 
  Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt 

Church Treasurer 
Dave Supplee 



 

 
Messy Church had a great turn out for our Back to School Bash! 

Everyone is welcome to attend our planning team on Sunday, August 23 at 11:00 in the Youth 
Room. There are many ways to support Messy Church. Hands are always need to assist with 
activity stations. Helene Dueben will be leading the hospitality team and will need a couple 
hands in the kitchen. I also want to arrange our sponsors for at least the next few months. If 
you are able to sponsor a Messy Church through a Thrivent Action Card or a cash sponsorship 
in the amount of $150.00 please contact Patti Nickol. The Messy Church yard signs will be 
available in the Narthex until they are gone. 

 
 

Opportunities for August 23 – August 30, 2026 
 
Sunday, August 23, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Monday, August 24, 2026 
10:00am Naomi Circle Bible Study – Church Library 
7:00pm  Abigail Circle Bible Study – Via Zoom 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026 
10:00am Staff Meeting 
  Quilting – Quilting Room 
11:30am  GENTS - Library 
Wednesday, August 26, 2026 
9:05am  Preschool Chapel 
Thursday, August 27, 2026 
8:30am  Gardeners 
Friday, August 28, 2026 
Saturday, August 29, 2026 
Sunday, August 30, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 


