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INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s
words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering,
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is
described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with
evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of
our suffering world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Lift High the Cross
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious  tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen,

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

“0 LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on
my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account |
suffer insult. “Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a
joy and the delight of my heart; for | am called by your name, O LorD, God of hosts. "I
did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your
hand | sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. *Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

“Therefore thus says the LorD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall
stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall
serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. *°And
| will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but
they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, says the
Lorp. 'l will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp
of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8

'Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived with integrity;
| have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
‘Test me, O LORD, and try me;

examine my heart and my mind.

For your steadfast love is before my eyes;

| have walked faithfully with you.

‘I have not sat with the worthless,

nor do | consort with the deceitful.

° have hated the company of evildoers;

| will not sit down with the wicked.

°I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,

that | may go in procession round your altar,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving

and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

LORD, I love the house in which you dwell

and the place where your glory abides.



SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

’Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; "’love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. "Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. “Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

"“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. “Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. “Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. "Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. “If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. “Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, |
will repay, says the Lord.” *°No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” ’Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:21-28
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

“'From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” “’But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. “°For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. *°For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life?

““For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay everyone for what has been done. *Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please stand
HOMILY

Please stand



Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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mean in you and  you in me?”’
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of
Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you
in faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may
thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other
disasters. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another.
Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring
peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access
to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in
body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and
united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward
honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the
church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM All The Way My Savior Leads Me

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,

all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Please stand

SENDING HYMN



Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Négeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

e - ter - ni - ty.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5A5003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

“Lift High The Cross”
Will You Come And Follow Me”
Blest Be The Tie That Binds”



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: July 2026 YTD: January -July 2026
Total Church [Little Lambs Total Church |Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $79,669 | $25,847 $53,822 | | $565,015 |$188,261 $376,754
Actual Expenses $88,750 | $28,998 $59,753 | | $613,426 |$217,817 | $395,608
Budgeted Giving/Income | $81,294 | $20,356 $60,938 | | $570,714 |$144,148 $426,566
Actual Giving/Income $88,866 | $33,384 $55,483 | | $586,574 |$125,154 | $461,420
Surplus / (Deficit) $116 | $4,386 ($4,270)| | ($26,852)| ($92,663) $65,812
Annual Deficitwill be funded from the Balances as of July 31, 2026
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves | | | $231,343
Ihe following Items are excluded from the Summary above
1. Capital Expenditures of $148,109 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)
2. Giving/Income of $150,384 transferred in from our investment account
In-person attendance last week: 53
Assisting in Today'’s Service
Pastor Keith Walbolt
Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Lector Laura Blauvelt
Communion Assistants Marcia Swager
Ushers David Mickley
Eric Pera
Greeters Laura Blauvelt & Eric Pera

Good Shepherd Council Members

Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington John Mennel
David Mickley Erica Ottmann
Patti Nickol Gus Dueben
Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt

Church Treasurer
Dave Supplee




Opportunities for August 30 - September 6, 2026

Sunday, August 30, 2026
9:45am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship

Monday, August 31, 2026

Tuesday, September 1, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting

Quilting - Quilting Room

Wednesday, September 2, 2026
9:05am Preschool Chapel

Thursday, September 3, 2026
8:30am Gardeners

Friday, September 4, 2026

Saturday, September 5, 2026

Sunday, September 6, 2026
9:45am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship

Monday, September 7, 2026
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CHURCH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED




