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 INTRODUCTION 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 
tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is 
the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present 
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 



 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



 



 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please sit  

 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees 
and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
give me life in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
because your judgments are good. 
40Behold, I long for your commandments; 
by your righteousness enliven me.  

 
SECOND READING:  Roman 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please stand 
 
HOMILY 
 
Please stand 



 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words 
you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities 
crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish 
gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and 
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our 
imperfections. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness 
of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   If God Is For Us 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
 



  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and 
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 



 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!  
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“Earth and All Start””                                                                                                                         
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 



 
 

 

 
 

In-person attendance last week:  61 

 

 
 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY CELEBRATION 
          Make your plans now to bring your grandchildren of all ages to church with you on 
Sunday, September 13.  There will be activities to do with young grandchildren, and adult 
grandchildren.  We will gather right after the worship service.  You are welcome to join the 
celebration even if your grandchildren cannot be present.  You can send them a picture of you 
having fun with the photo op. 
 We will also be welcoming Florida-Bahamas Synod Bishop Pedro Suarez to worship on 
this Sunday, so either way, you won't want to miss it! 

 

 



 
Assisting in Today’s Service 

   
 Deacon Gini ZeRuth 
 Lector Marcia Swager  
 Communion Assistants Carol Crouse 
  Marcia Swager 
 Ushers David Mickley 
  Diane Supplee  
 Greeters  

 

Good Shepherd Council Members 

  Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee 
  Kate Herrington John Mennel     
  David Mickley Erica Ottmann 
  Patti Nickol  Gus Dueben 
  Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt 

 

Church Treasurer 
Dave Supplee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Opportunities for September 6, 2026 – September 13, 2026 
 
Sunday, September 6, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Monday, September 7, 2026 
Church Office & Preschool Closed 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
10:00am Staff Meeting 
  Quilting – Quilting Room 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
9:05am  Preschool Chapel 
Thursday, September 10, 2026 
8:30am  Gardeners 
5:00pm  Orchid Society (Sanctuary) 
Friday, September 11, 2026 
10:00am Finance Team 
Saturday, September 12, 2026 
9am- 5pm Shower in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, September 13, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 
We will also be welcoming Florida-Bahamas Synod Bishop Pedro Suarez to worship this 
morning. 
11:00am Grandparents’ Day Celebration Following Service  

Coffee & Fellowship 
 
 

 
& 

Little Lambs Christian Preschool will be closed 
Monday, September 7, 2026, Labor Day 

 


