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INTRODUCTION

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter
what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing
Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful,
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given
to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



As Saints of Old
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1 Assaints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;

3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bringour best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O  God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day wun - til life’s work is  done.

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11

“"When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

“1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He prayed to the
LorD and said, “O Lorp! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That
is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. °’And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °Then Jonah went out
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

‘The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the
bush. ’But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the
bush, so that it withered. *When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die.
He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” “Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. "And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not
know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8

‘I will exalt you, my God and king,

and bless your name forever and ever.

’Every day will I bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.

“Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!

There is no end to your greatness.

‘One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

°l will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

‘They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and 1 will recount your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

“The Lorob is gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

“'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. I am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; ““but to remain
in the flesh is more necessary for you. *Since | am convinced of this, | know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, *so that | may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

“0Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, **and
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. “’For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as
well—*"since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that |
still have.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. °After agreeing with the laborers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. “When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. “And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are
you standing here idle all day?’ 'They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.’ "When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. "Now when the first came, they thought
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. "And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, “saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ “But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, |
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? "“Take
what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. "Am
| not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?’ “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please stand

HOMILY

Please stand



Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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1 Great God, your love has «called us here, as we, by love, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro-ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you «call our name and then re - ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum - ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your
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cho - sen wrong, half - free, half - bound by in - ner chains,
as your own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends. Suf - fer and serve till  all are fed,
joy to share. Give us  your Spir - it's lib - er -ty
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heart and mind your call to hear, your love to  find.
close con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for hu - man - kind.
mer - cy seat and find  you kneel - ing at our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things.
faith can do while love is mak - ing all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our
anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all
your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring
an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill,
and for all in any need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in
the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with
our time and talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM Faithful

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.
Please stand



SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

O Zion, Haste
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!
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“As Saints Of Old”
“Great God, Your Love Has Called us”
“0 Zion Haste”

+++++

Following the service this morning, Messy Church will be meeting in fellowship Hall.
Come and join us - learn about Jonah & the big fish, make an Ocean Sensory Bottle and
Pray in the belly of a fish!

Care Team

The Care Team is sponsoring a ministry to collect cold weather clothing and blankets
for the residents of Pinellas Hope. Pinellas Hope is a facility established to provide a home for
250 homeless people and support as they seek employment and prepare to live on their own.
(Visit Pinellas Hope on the web to find lots of information about this facility.) The residents live
either in tents or in steel containers with no heat, and they get quite cold in the wintertime.
We are seeking winter coasts, jackets, sweaters, gloves, scarves, anything to provide warmth.
Blankets are very important also. All donations should be clean and in good condition. New
items are welcome also.

We will collect these items September 20 through October 25. Donations may be put in
the bin next to the food collection case. Coats, jackets and sweaters may be hung on the
hooks in the hallway.

Jesus says that when we care for people in need, we are caring for him. “Verily I say
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.” — Matthew 25:40



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: August 2026 YTD: January - August 2026

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $79,294 $25,472 $53,822 $644,309 $213,733 $430,576
Actual Expenses $88,953 $24,455 $64,499 $702,379 $242,272 $460,107
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,294 $20,356 $60,938 $652,008 $164,504 $487,504
Actual Giving / Income $90,541 $15,888 $74,652 $677,115 $141,042 $536,072
Surplus/ (Deficit) $1,587 ($8,566) $10,154 ($25,264) ($101,230) $75,966
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of August 31, 2026
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves | | $231,994

Highlights

Overallincome remains above budget due to Little Lambs, while church giving is running $23,462 below budget through August
Church giving is projected to be $25,000 below last years giving and $33,000 below 2026 budget

Income needs to increase in Q4 2026 to avoid additional transfers from our Bank Reserves and cashing in high interest earning CD's
Please make sure your pledged gifts are up to date, and if you are able to do more please consider doing so

The following Items are excluded from the Summary above

1. Capital Expenditures of $150,384 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)

2. Giving/Income of $150,384 red in from our il account

In-person attendance last week: 81

Assisting in Today’s Service
Rev. Keith Walbolt

Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Lector Jeff Ottmann
Communion Assistants Sue Ondich

John Ondich IV
Ushers Tom Crouse

John Ondich IV
Greeters



Good Shepherd Council Members

Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington John Mennel
David Mickley Erica Ottmann
Patti Nickol Gus Dueben
Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt

Church Treasurer
Dave Supplee

Opportunities for September 20, 2026 - September 27, 2026

Sunday, September 20, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship

11:00am Messy Church

4:00pm Justice Ministry

Monday, September 21, 2026

Tuesday, September 22, 2026
10:00am Staff Meeting

Quilting - Quilting Room
Wednesday, September 23, 2026

9:05am Preschool Chapel
Thursday, September 24, 2026
8:30am Gardeners

Friday, September 25, 2026

Saturday, September 26, 2026

Sunday, September 27, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship




