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INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness
of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread
so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

'Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had
a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ’He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

‘And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. “What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When
| expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

*And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it
shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. °I will
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers
and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but
heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15

'Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
*You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.

’You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.

'“The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.



"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.

"“Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
“The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;

“behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul writes: “’If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
“circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ “and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. "°I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming
like him in his death, "if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

“’Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. “Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



0 u . s —
). I T InY T ]

T
Il
I
= i
Al-le - u - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?

NV = [ ] & [ = T ht T I Il 1 Il |
- L g u

You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al-le - Iu - i

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
The holy gospel according Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord!

Jesus said to the people: **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. **When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. **But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. **Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
“Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ **But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
get his inheritance.’ **So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
“"They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

“’Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
amazing in our eyes'?

“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them. ““They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
Please stand



There in God’s Garden
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self - hood feed on its life - blood
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, 1 will give  bless - ing.”

5 This is my ending
this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,
I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav’n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982

Music: SHADES MountTaIn, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and
refugees. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all
who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks
for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with
your truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints
who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following
Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM In Remembrance

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please sit




LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish,
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

FAMILY TIME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Please stand



SENDING HYMN

The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - i - ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5A5003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
“When | Survey The Wondrous Cross”

“There In God’s Garden”
“The Church Of Christ In Every Age”

+++++

Pumpkins
are coming!
October 17
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Care Team

The Care Team is sponsoring a ministry to collect cold weather clothing and blankets
for the residents of Pinellas Hope. Pinellas Hope is a facility established to provide a home for
250 homeless people and support as they seek employment and prepare to live on their own.
(Visit Pinellas Hope on the web to find lots of information about this facility.) Blankets are very
important also. All donations should be clean and in good condition. New items are welcome
also.

We will collect these items September 20 through October 25. Donations may be put in
the bin next to the food collection case. Coats, jackets and sweaters may be hung on the
hooks in the hallway.

Jesus says that when we care for people in need, we are caring for him. “Verily I say
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.” — Matthew 25:40



Monthly Financial Summary

Monthly: August 2026 YTD: January - August 2026
Total Church |[Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs

Budgeted Expenses $79,294 $25,472 $53,822 $644,309 $213,733 $430,576
Actual Expenses $88,953 $24,455 $64,499 $702,379 $242,272 $460,107
Budgeted Giving / Income $81,294 $20,356 $60,938 $652,008 $164,504 $487,504
Actual Giving / Income $90,541 $15,888 $74,652 $677,115 $141,042 $536,072
Surplus/ (Deficit) $1,587 ($8,566) $10,154 ($25,264) ($101,230) $75,966
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of August 31, 2026

Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves | | $231,994

Highlights

Overallincome remains above budget due to Little Lambs, while church giving is running $23,462 below budget through August
Church giving is projected to be $25,000 below last years giving and $33,000 below 2026 budget

Income needs to increase in Q4 2026 to avoid additional transfers from our Bank Reserves and cashing in high interest earning CD's
Please make sure your pledged gifts are up to date, and if you are able to do more please consider doing so

The following Items are excluded from the Summary above

1. Capital Expenditures of $150,384 funded from our investment account
(Air Conditioning, Painting, Landscaping, Little Lambs Playground & Shed)

2. Giving/Income of $150,384 ferred in from our il account

In-person attendance last week:

Assisting in Today'’s Service
Rev. Keith Walbolt

Deacon Gini ZeRuth
Lector Carol Crouse
Communion Assistants Marcia Swager
Carol Crouse

Ushers David Mickley
Patti Nickol

Greeters



Good Shepherd Council Members

Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee
Kate Herrington John Mennel
David Mickley Erica Ottmann
Patti Nickol Gus Dueben
Laura Blauvelt Keith Walbolt

Church Treasurer
Dave Supplee

Opportunities for October 4 — October 11, 2026

Sunday, October 4, 2026
9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship
Monday, October 5, 2026
Conference on Ministry
Tuesday, October 6, 2026
Conference on Ministry
10:00am Quilting - Quilting Room
Wednesday, October 7, 2026
Conference on Ministry

9:05am No Preschool Chapel
Thursday, October 8, 2026

8:30am Gardeners

5:00pm Orchid Society - Sanctuary

Friday, October 9, 2026

Saturday, October 10, 2026

Sunday, October 11, 2026

9:45am Worship Service
Coffee & Fellowship




