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INTRODUCTION 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that 
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth 
and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything 
it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; 
where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Please sit  

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:   Psalm 46 
1God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
God speaks, and the earth melts away.  



7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable 
to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to 
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according John.  Glory to You, O Lord! 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY 

 

Please stand 



 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 

A brief silence. 

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and 
the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of 
reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. 
Give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by 
them. Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and 
attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its 
leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are 
sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide 
them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our 
beloved dead. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  
The gifts we use and share matter! Thank you for sharing your gifts for the sake of the 
world. Ushers will come by to collect today’s offering, or you can use the green Give 
button on our church’s website to support our mission of nurturing lives for following 
Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM     

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 



  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please sit 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, when your Son Jesus gathered a crowd and blessed the loaves and fish, 
all ate and were filled. And still there was more. In your love and care, extend this 
meal to all who will receive it. Give us all the comfort of your abiding presence and 
the courage to be the body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

FAMILY TIME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

Please stand 

SENDING HYMN 



 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, nurturing lives for following Christ.  
Thanks be to God!  
  
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

“As We Gather At Your Table”                                                                                                                         
“When Peace Like A River” 
“On Our Way Rejoicing” 

+ + + + + 
 

 
 

Naomi Circle will have their Bible Study on Monday, October 26, 2026 at 10am in the church 
library. 
 
Abigail Circle will have their monthly Bible Study via Zoom at 7:00pm on Monday, October 26, 
2026.  Please contact Carol Crouse (703-200-1965) for additional information. 
 

GENTS  

GENTS will meet on Tuesday, October 27, 2026 in the Church Library at 11:30am. Come join us 
for a light lunch and conversation! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Calling all cooks and bakers! 
Have a favorite pumpkin recipe? Share samples and the recipe at The Pumpkin 

Patch Recipe Corner.  See Patti to schedule a day/time. 
 

 



Care Team 
The Care Team is sponsoring a ministry to collect cold weather clothing and blankets 

for the residents of Pinellas Hope.  We will collect these items September 20 through today, 
October 25.   

Jesus says that when we care for people in need, we are caring for him. “Verily I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” – Matthew 25:40 
 

 
 

In-person attendance last week:  58 

Assisting in Today’s Service 
Rev. Keith Walbolt  

 Deacon Gini ZeRuth 
 Lector Jeff Ottmann  
 Communion Assistants Sue Ondich, John Ondich, IV 
 Ushers Tom Crouse, John Ondich, IV 
 Greeters  

Good Shepherd Council Members 

   Nancy Meyer Diane Supplee   Kate Herrington 
  John Mennel  David Mickley Erica Ottmann 
   Patti Nickol Gus Dueben Laura Blauvelt  
     Keith Walbolt 
 

Church Treasurer 
Dave Supplee 

 

Total Church Little Lambs Total Church Little Lambs
Budgeted Expenses $82,294 $28,472 $53,822 $726,603 $242,205 $484,398
Actual Expenses $87,008 $23,537 $63,471 $789,385 $265,806 $523,578

Budgeted Giving / Income $81,294 $20,356 $60,938 $733,302 $184,860 $548,442
Actual Giving / Income $101,762 $23,197 $78,565 $778,877 $164,239 $614,637
Surplus / (Deficit) $14,753 ($340) $15,093 ($10,508) ($101,567) $91,059
Annual Deficit will be funded from the Balances as of September 30, 2026
Good Shepherd Bank Reserves Bank Reserves $223,471 

Monthly Financial Summary
Monthly:  September 2026 YTD:   January - September 2026



Opportunities for October 25 – November 1, 2026 
 

 
Sunday, October 25, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship      
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
11am  Messy Church in the Patch!      
 
Monday, October 26, 2026 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
10am  WELCA 
7:00pm  WELCA - VIA Zoom 
 
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 
10:00am Staff meeting 
10:00am Quilting – Quilting Room 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
11:30am  GENTS 
 
Wednesday, October 28, 2026 
9:05am  Preschool Chapel 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
 
Thursday, October 29, 2026 
8:30am  Gardeners 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
 
Friday, October 30, 2026 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
 
Saturday, October 31, 2026 
11am – 7pm Pumpkin Patch 
 
Sunday, November 1, 2026  
9:45am  Worship Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 
 

 

Little Lambs Christian 
Preschool 

 is having a Parade! 

Church Members & Friends –  
We need Volunteers to give 
Treats out on, Friday, October 
30, 2026 at our Little Lambs 
Christian Preschool Halloween 
Parade!!  We ask that you 
arrive at the church by 8:45am 
(parade will start at 9am). 
Please bring treats ready to 
pass out to 95 children. The 
treats must be nut-free and 
they don’t have to be 
candy. Stickers, individually 
wrapped store bought cookies 
and pretzels are great! Please 
let the office know if you plan 
to participate so that we may 
plan our parade route.  727-
391-4644. The parade is 
indoors. 


